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Foreword 

Jeremy Wagg, Executive Director,
Unity Trust Bank, writes:

Unity Trust Bank is proud to support this publication, which 
focuses on why our society needs to become more aware of 

the needs of the global environment and our responsibility to it.

While most of us feel frustrated from time to time at the inward-looking nature 
of our own community, the response of ordinary people to the recent tsunami 
disaster in Asia provides confi rmation that we can transcend the limited nature 
of our own issues and concerns and reach out on a global basis to those 
communities affected by this tragedy.

It is important that this impetus can be maintained and developed by local 
community groups, and Unity Trust Bank will continue to play its part in 
supporting the development of new community organisations across the UK.

Although many of the world’s largest companies have signed up to the 
concept of global sustainability, it will be pressure from localised community 
groups that will eventually transforrn what are presently “good words” into 
“good actions”.

As individuals we can all play a part in developing a greater awareness of 
the global environment, whether it be by purchasing fair trade produce or 
becoming involved in a local community group – especially during 2005, 
the Year of the Volunteer. 

Greater community action will ensure that UK citizens improve their 
understanding of the importance of the developing world to us all and the 
part they can play in creating a better world for us all.
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Prefaces

Gareth Thomas MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, 
Department for International Development, writes:

We all have a responsibility to contribute to the elimination 
of poverty. We cannot simply accept that, in this world 

of plenty, people die because they do not have enough to eat, or have 
contracted a disease that, in the developed world, would not be remotely 
life-threatening. 

Even if the moral arguments do not move us to action, our own self-interest 
tells us that underdevelopment creates, or makes worse, many of the problems 
that face our globalised world: war and confl ict, international crime, refugees 
and diseases such as HIV/AIDS. 

People in the developed world live with the benefi ts of globalisation: many of 
the products we buy in the high street originate in developing countries – the 
microchip in our computer, the tea in our cup, the fl owers in our vase. 

We need to ensure that citizens of the UK understand this mutual 
dependence between the developed and the developing world. Through 
better understanding the world, they will be in a position to help change 
it for the better.

Some of us can make very direct contributions. I have the privilege of working 
to eliminate poverty in my day-to-day life as Minister for International 
Development. Every taxpayer in the UK contributes. Many people contribute 
by giving to charity, or volunteering, or buying fairly traded goods. 

MPs have both the responsibility and the opportunity to act as advocates for 
the poor, whose voices are so often unheard. 

By helping constituents to make the links between their own local situation 
and the lives of poor people in developing countries, they are helping to 
build support for development. This in turn will ensure that the UK plays its 
full role in generating the international political will necessary to meet the 
international development targets. 
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Alan Duncan MP, Shadow Secretary of State 
for International Development, writes:

Living in a country like Britain, there are so many things that we 
take for granted that others never even dream of having. Clean 

water, basic sanitation, elementary medicine and security at birth – millions 
have none of this and instead face starvation and life-long poverty. 

In Britain, we have always been aware of the need to reach out with 
practical help to the developing world. This help has come from the 
Government and the large number of committed and effective British-
based development charities. 

In the year 2000, the international community adopted the Millennium 
Development Goals, which are designed to shape the way in which assistance 
should be focused on overcoming the problems facing the developing world, 
but these valuable targets need to be transformed into action. 

The year 2005 is vital for Britain. The Presidency of the European Union and 
of the G8 will give Britain vital leverage in persuading the developed world to 
put their house in order.

Issues to be addressed are the removal of trade barriers and further action to 
relieve the burden of debt on the poorest countries, both of which are essential 
if progress is to be made on achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

The ever-increasing AIDS pandemic is probably the most important 
development challenge we are facing today. 

Britain has a vital responsibility to persuade the developed world to take steps 
to improve the availability of sexual health advice and education across the 
world and to extend the availability of antiretroviral drug treatment to the 
world’s poorest. 

However, our responsibility to take action to assist the world’s poorest doesn’t 
stop with Government action. The hundreds of British-based charities and 
lobbying organisations play a vital role both by the practical delivery of aid 
on the ground and by efforts to ensure that consciences are pricked and that
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international development remains high in the public consciousness. These 
organisations rely on donations and the voluntary support of hundreds of 
thousands of ordinary people. 

MPs have a vital role to play in encouraging, and also questioning, the 
Government’s activity in the fi eld of international development. We also 
have a role to play in supporting and encouraging the work of development 
charities and voluntary organisations. 

Tom Brake MP, Liberal Democrat International 
Development Spokesperson, writes:

Recently, someone working for a UK charity wrote to me stating 
that ‘the amount of [UK Government] spending away from our 

own country [on HIV/AIDS] is somewhat misguided’. Clearly the writer felt that 
charity should begin at home.

So what justifi cation is there for investing UK taxpayers’ funds in tackling 
HIV/AIDS, promoting development and improving primary education in 
developing countries?

First, there is the moral argument that we should help others less fortunate 
than ourselves. With half the world’s population living on less than US$2 
a day, it is very easy to fi nd people who would welcome our assistance.

Secondly, there is the more self-interested or selfi sh stance. Many of the 
problems experienced by our fellow global citizens – such as HIV/AIDS and 
poverty, with its impact on migration – do not respect international borders.

Thirdly, in the longer term there are economic advantages. The removal of 
trade barriers between the richest and poorest nations could lift millions of 
people out of poverty in Africa, East Asia, South Asia and Latin America and, at 
the same time, create stronger markets in those regions for UK products.

Put bluntly, international development is the right thing to do and it is in 
our interest. This is why MPs have a role in building support for international 
development. It is a challenge that I, and many of my fellow MPs, relish.
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Tony Baldry, Conservative MP for Banbury, Chairman of the cross-
party Select Committee on International Development, writes:

The year 2005 is a huge one for the Department for International 
Development. It will be the year in which the UK holds both 

the EU Presidency and the G8 Presidency. Both will focus on international 
development. 

The Commission for Africa, set up by the Prime Minister as a ‘Marshall Plan’ for 
the only continent to be going backwards on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), will also be reporting in the middle of this year. 

In 2005, the world will be asking itself whether we are likely to meet the MDGs 
to halve world poverty in the next 10 years. 

How much faster will development have to accelerate in Africa to meet the 
2015 MDGs? Is the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which is ravaging all continents, likely 
to blow off course even those countries that are on target for the MDGs? 

It is often said that serving on the Select Committee on International 
Development is a privilege. And it is. 

The Select Committee is working hard to ensure that voices that are often 
overlooked are heard, and that parliamentarians in Africa, for instance, 
have an input into the Prime Minister’s Commission, and not only African 
governments.

The year 2005 is the fi rst test of whether the world will deliver on its 
commitments by 2015, and whether we will or not is a huge test for everyone, 
a test in which we all have a role to play.
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Aims of publication

This publication will be useful to Members of Parliament, policy advisers 
and all those engaged in making connections between international 

development issues and local activities and actions in their constituencies.

By identifying key issues and examples of communities’ activities that make 
connections between global and local issues, it aims to demonstrate how 
the British public can become aware of and supportive of international 
development.

It is envisaged that this publication could be used by all MPs as a guide 
to what they can do in their constituency to raise greater awareness 
and understanding of international development matters and how they 
connect to people’s everyday lives.

Background 

The UK is part of a global economy and a global society. Many issues and 
events, such as the closure of factories, climate change, asylum seekers 

and terrorism, are both local and global. Tony Blair has talked about young 
people needing to ‘develop the competence, confi dence and contacts that will 
secure their place and infl uence in an increasingly global society’.

While public opinion polls continue to show support for international 
development and the UK public remains very generous in its giving to aid, 
there is an apparent equal concern about what people can do to secure global 
change. Surveys demonstrate that people, young and adult, have a sense of 
powerlessness. For example, 81 per cent of young people believe they need 
to understand global matters in order to make choices about how they lead 
their lives (DFID 2003).

To secure an active and informed citizenship therefore, we need to show how 
they can be engaged in local issues that can and do link to global change. 
Members of Parliament can play a key role in demonstrating the links between 
support for international development with the issues of their constituency.
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MPs and building support for development

The following is a summary of a debate that took place at the Royal 
Commonwealth Society, London, in June 2004. 

Participants were: George Foulkes, Labour MP for Carrick, Cumnock and Doon 

Valley; Tom Brake, Liberal Democrat Chief Spokesperson for International 

Development and MP for Carshalton and Wallington; Mark Lazarowicz,

Labour MP for Edinburgh North and Leith; Bob Russell, Liberal Democrat MP 

for Colchester; Phyllis Starkey, Labour MP for Milton Keynes South West; and 

Tony Worthington, Liberal Democrat MP for Clydebank and Milngavie.

Introduction from George Foulkes

When I was Minister at the Department for International 
Development, one of the fi rst things we did was to recognise 

the importance of development education and building public 
support for development. 

We set up the Development Awareness Fund, formed a working group and 
produced ‘Building Support for Development’ (DFID 1999). 

I know since then that development education has become much more 
mainstream within education and that there has been a major growth in 
public engagement and interest in development. 

We, however, know that as Members of Parliament, whatever our personal 
interest and commitment to development might be, we are consistently faced 
with challenges in these areas from our constituents. 

My constituency is a former mining region, which then had a large number 
of new jobs created in the textiles industry. Now, many of these jobs have 
become increasingly vulnerable to competition from developing countries. 

Members of my constituency come to me and say, ‘Why is it that you’re 
supporting all this help to India and at the same time jobs are going from 



GLOBAL in the LOCAL

8

here to there?’ It is not an easy one to answer. You have to talk it through 
about building economies in developing countries and the importance of how 
combating poverty in the long term can help us. 

But, as we know, it is not easy, and that is why development education is 
so important. We need to demonstrate the connections between what is 
happening here at home with what is happening in the developing world, 
how what happens here has an impact there and vice versa, be it trade issues, 
global warming or cultural tensions.

Diaspora connections

Tony Worthington: A good starting point would be to refl ect 
on the communities in our constituencies. The recent Select 
Committee on International Development report on Migration 

and Development has identifi ed the importance of diaspora communities to 
development (Migration and Development, TSO, 2004). 

My own constituency is very mono-ethnic, but many Members have very 
mixed communities. I know of several Members who make regular visits to 
countries of communities within their constituencies. Harriet Harman, for 
example, recently visited Sierra Leone, and Oona King makes regular visits 
to Bangladesh.

I have been involved in supporting the Somalia Land Forum (www. 
somalilandforum.com), which is an international network of diaspora contacts 
who support initiatives back in their home country. We need to remember 
that remittances and other forms of assistance are in many ways much more 
important than aid. 

I suspect that most MPs have not given enough consideration to the 
contribution of minority communities to promoting awareness and 
understanding of international development in their constituencies. 

The involvement of diaspora communities is also important because they 
can demonstrate the human connection to development, particularly when
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governments are promoting approaches to development based on direct 
support to governments and international programmes. 

Phyllis Starkey: Milton Keynes is a city to which everyone has come 
from around the UK and the rest of the world. There is a range of 
minority communities in the city. There is, for example, a strong 
Chinese community. 

But few of the communities are engaged in development education 
activities. Most are involved in diaspora links but they do not appear to 
lead to broader awareness raising activities. 

Tom Brake: My own constituency in Surrey has a strong Muslim community 
who are upfront about the support work they are doing for their home 
communities in Pakistan. They have raised funding for, and awareness about, 
schools and hospitals in Pakistan. It is fair, however, to note that much of this 
work has been effective because of the strong personality of a local councillor 
and former mayor. 

George Foulkes: One of the most effective things I have seen in this area has 
been in schools where children have talked about where their parents have 
come from and how the schools have celebrated this diversity. 

A potential area that could be used is football. Many leading clubs have 
players from developing countries and they could be an excellent resource for 
development education, going into schools and community groups talking 
about their own countries. 

Mark Lazarowicz: We should not forget that many ethnic groups 
feel excluded from political processes and that much of their 
engagement in development has come from their own family 
links or, in some cases, through their faith-based connections. For 
example, I am aware of fundraising and awareness raising work 

undertaken by communities in my own constituency in Edinburgh who have 
moved from just raising funds for projects and disasters in their own country 
to needs in Bangladesh, Bosnia and, most recently, India. 
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Positive contributions of migrant communities and asylum seekers

Bob Russell: We cannot divorce discussions about the role of 
diaspora communities from the distorted messages from aspects 
of the media, particularly the tabloid press, about incoming 
migration, refugees and asylum seekers. Successive governments 
have not done enough to promote the needs we have for inward 

skilled labour. We have let the agenda be led by people who promote negative 
images about ‘foreigners’. 

These issues need to be linked to why we value and support overseas aid and 
development. 

South Africa, for example, needs doctors and nurses just as much as we 
do. What we need to be doing is to promote more exchange of skills and 
experiences so as to have more and better doctors and nurses in both 
countries. 

I understand that the Philippines deliberately trains more nurses than they 
need so that they can export their skills, which can then, via family ties, 
bring income back to the country. 

Tom Brake: I agree. We need to be promoting images and messages and to 
demonstrate the contribution many migrants and refugees have made to 
our economy and society. I have found that, on the doorstep, if you can get 
beyond the tabloid headline views, you can move people forward and sow 
some seeds in their minds. 

Phyllis Starkey: I think that is a bit of a rosy-coloured view. I have had 
experience of very negative views about asylum seekers, even when I have 
pointed out the countries of origin of many doctors. The answer I get back is 
that doctors may be okay but what outrages them are patients from abroad 
using the health service and leading to longer queues. I am afraid it often takes 
more than logic. 

Bob Russell: Governments have shown that migrant labour is a net contributor 
to the economy, but, all too often, this evidence does not get mentioned 
enough. I have never had an asylum seeker come to my constituency surgery 
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and say they don’t want to get on with their lives in the UK – they want to work 
and play their part in the life of their new country. They always say they want 
to contribute to the community. 

George Foulkes: We need to get over the point that we live in a global economy, 
that we live in an interdependent world.

Mark Lazarowicz: Although I have been an MP for only three years, I have 
found that public perception is based on tabloid headlines. What we need to 
do is to demonstrate, over time, that headlines don’t mesh with reality. 

Fair trade

George Foulkes: Fair trade has been a very popular way of raising awareness of 
global issues. There are a number who have declared themselves as fair trade 
towns and cities. 

Tom Brake: My local youth parliament group has been working with the local 
Co-op in getting fair trade products in local sweet dispensers.

George Foulkes: Yes the Co-op has played a leading role in this area. We also 
need to remind ourselves that we have got fair trade tea and coffee now sold 
in cafeterias in the House of Commons but we need to do more to get support 
at a local level. 

Phyllis Starkey: Fair trade is very important not only as a subject in its own right 
but because it is an area that people can get involved in individually. It leads 
people to modify their lifestyles and, as we all know, has been very successful 
and attracted a wide range of people in our constituencies. 

Fair trade products are also now part of the mainstream products in 
supermarkets. 

George Foulkes: I know MPs who have visited cocoa farms in Ghana and come 
back and talked about their experiences.

Phyllis Starkey: We should also be bringing cocoa farmers over here and 
talking about their experiences. 
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Tony Worthington: Another area where we can make connections is through 
fruit and vegetables and fl owers. I wonder how many people know that many 
of the roses that are purchased for Valentine’s Day come from Kenya. 

Mark Lazarowicz: My own city of Edinburgh recently became a fair trade 
city. The process of gaining this status has led to involvement by a number of 
groups in wider development issues, particularly those of Zimbabwe. Gaining 
fair trade status for the city has also resulted in discussions within the university 
and other areas of the economy. 

Global climate change and sustainable development

George Foulkes: Another area that now engages people is concern about 
climate change and the related discussions about petrol prices and the impact 
these issues are having on the poor of the world.

Tony Worthington: An example of these dilemmas has been in my constituency 
over a request for planning permission to build a wind farm that has been 
opposed by local environmentalists on the grounds of the impact on the fi sh 
in the surrounding sea. 

I can understand the impact the farm might have in reducing the fi sh 
population, but I believe we have to look at the bigger picture. We have got to 
be brave enough to say we may lower the fi sh levels but the consequences of 
being so dependent on fossil fuels are so much greater.

We also need to recognise the consequences of carbon dioxide reductions on 
the development of the economies of developing countries. We have got to 
be setting an example.

Phyllis Starkey: These debates are, of course, not new but we need to remind 
ourselves that what we are talking about is ‘quality of life’. We know that the 
issues are linked to consumption. 

Development education can play a key role here because it can demonstrate 
the connections between quality of life and development. 
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In Milton Keynes, the local Development Education Centre developed a very 
successful project for schools on what we can learn from Ghana on recycling. 
This educational project had wider impact because it coincided with a plan to 
build a waste incinerator in the city. 

Residents’ groups, through the process of campaigning against the plan, 
began to learn more about recycling. Connections were then made with 
what the children were learning about recycling in Ghana. 

The incinerator didn’t happen in the end and the debates around the 
campaign and the work undertaken by the centre resulted in a substantial 
increase in understanding of waste and recycling in the city.

Tom Brake: We need to promote more of these types of activities that 
make connections between climate change and green energy and wider 
development issues. 

Modern technology

George Foulkes: These discussions remind me of the value of modern 
technology in promoting greater understanding of development issues 
through people having direct access to information via the internet and 
instant communications with people around the world via email. I have seen 
some excellent projects in schools based on links with schools in developing 
countries using email and the internet. 

Tom Brake: I have seen this through a project between young people in my 
constituency with young people in Uganda through their Popular Youth 
Forum. The Youth Parliament in my constituency has developed through 
email exchanges and website links that enable participants to share ideas and 
experiences about issues that concern them. 

Bob Russell: I attended a ‘virtual lesson’ between a school in Ghana and 
one in Colchester. I asked a young person in Ghana, via email, what the name 
of her country was before it was Ghana. 
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Back came the answer, Gold Coast, and in addition the names of the various 
kingdoms from pre-colonial times. How many people in the UK know that 
Ghana was once a number of different kingdoms? 

Public response to disasters

George Foulkes: One of the areas where the British public has shown their 
support for development has been through their response to disaster appeals. 
I am concerned that there could be a perception that the public is becoming 
resistant to responding to disasters and also to what extent they know about 
the background and causes of many of the disasters. 

Tony Worthington: Although it may not appear as such, there are more and 
more disasters but they appear to be covered less and less in the newspapers. 

Tom Brake: The UK Government’s policy of moving towards budget support 
to governments rather than direct support to projects does raise challenges 
in building support for development. While, in broad terms, I agree with the 
policy, we need to be aware that if there is a coup in a country to which DFID 
has given a lot of money, it could rebound on us. 

Tony Worthington: There is a desire within people to personally contribute. 
Classic FM adverts are often about what happens to people’s money. For 
example, Plan International’s child sponsorship programme. 

I know of several stories of people in my constituency engaged in direct 
support to communities in developing countries. In this way, they can see 
the connections to their own lives. 

Bob Russell: Colchester is a garrison town and when families were receiving 
stories from their loved ones in Afghanistan about the lack of basic facilities for 
children, they raised money and sent toys and school materials out there.

Mark Lazarowicz: I agree that personal action is important. I am aware that 
from people’s individual support they have become involved in wider issues, 
like the Trade Justice Campaign. 
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George Foulkes: Do people agree that despite the support we have talked 
about, there has been a decline in activity and fewer meetings on development 
issues in our constituencies since, say, Jubilee 2000?

Phyllis Starkey: I think we have to remind ourselves of the impact of the war 
in Iraq, which over the past year or so has dominated the thinking and action 
of many people and groups concerned with international and development 
affairs. 

Tom Brake: I have seen in my area that those people who have been involved 
in trade justice campaigns have, over the past year, become involved in peace-
based activities. Perhaps the campaign around improving the level of aid, the 
0.7 campaign, will re-energise people. 

Phyllis Starkey: Finally, in support of the need to engage the public more in 
development, I would hope and suggest that DFID could in its support for 
development education look at projects that make connections with wider 
civil society. 

I am aware of the support given to faith organisations, but British society is 
predominantly secular and I think if we are going to get this wider support 
we all want to see in our constituencies, then resourcing more and broader 
development education would and could help.

The DEA would like to thank everyone who participated in this cross-party 
seminar and the Unity Trust Bank for their support. We would also like to 
encourage all MPs to visit development education organisations working in 
their constituencies to learn more about their work.
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Appendix

What is development education

Globalisation creates huge opportunities and challenges. For some, it means 
being able to live well, travel and learn from other countries and cultures. 
However, deep and increasing poverty still leaves these benefi ts well beyond 
the reach of most of the world’s population.

Development education is a tool for making people more aware of these 
inequalities, of why they exist and what can be done about them. It encourages 
learners of all ages to explore how global issues, such as poverty, link in with 
their everyday lives. By challenging stereotypes and encouraging independent 
thinking, it aims to help people develop the practical skills and confi dence 
they need to make positive change – locally and globally.

Promoting and encouraging development education at a local level across 
the UK will enable people to effectively engage in the following key initiatives 
taking place in 2005.

The UK Presidency of the G8 has Africa and climate change as its main 
themes. The Prime Minister recently launched the Commission for Africa 
to take a fresh look at the challenges African countries face. This report 
will feed into the UK’s agenda for the G8 summit in June and will support 
the implementation of the G8 Africa Action Plan. (www.perthshireg8.com, 
www.commissionforafrica.org)

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY brings together a wide cross-section of nearly 100 
charities, campaigns, trade unions, faith groups and celebrities who are united 
by a common belief that 2005 offers an unprecedented opportunity for global 
change. (www.makepovertyhistory.com)

The UN General Assembly Special Summit on the Millennium Development 
Goals in September will review progress on the Goals, which set clear targets 
for reducing poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation, 
and discrimination against women by 2015. (www.unmillenniumproject.org)

The vision of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development
(DESD) is a world where everyone has the opportunity to benefi t from education 
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and learn the values, behaviours and lifestyles required for a sustainable future 
and for positive societal change. (www.unesco.org/education)

The aim of the European Year of Citizenship through Education is to 
draw attention to how crucial education, both formal and informal, is to the 
development of active citizenship and in fostering democratic culture. 
(www.coe.int/T/E/Com/Files/Themes/ECD)

Key organisations

The Department for International Development (DFID) 

DFID, the Department for International Development, is leading the UK 
Government’s fi ght against world poverty.

One in fi ve people in the world today, more than one billion people, live in 
poverty on less than one dollar a day. In an increasingly interdependent world, 
many problems – like confl ict, crime, pollution and diseases such as HIV/AIDS 
– are caused or made worse by poverty. DFID responds to emergencies, both 
natural and man-made. It also supports long-term programmes that aim to 
reduce poverty and disease and increase the number of children in school, in 
support of the internationally agreed UN Millennium Development Goals.

DFID’s 1997 White Paper on International Development underlines the 
importance of building public support for development work across the UK. 
The strategy paper Building Support for Development (1999) sets out how the 
department aims to make progress and measure its success. 

Under the heading ‘Development Awareness’, four priority areas of work have 
been identifi ed:

� The formal education sector.

� The media.

� Business and trade unions.

� Faith communities.



GLOBAL in the LOCAL

18

In addition, the department is also looking more widely at how change can be 
achieved across society, including through adult education and youth work.

Contact details

DFID
1 Palace Street, London SW1E 5HE
Tel: 0845 300 4100
Email: enquiry@dfi d.gov.uk
Website: www.dfi d.gov.uk

Development Education Association (DEA)

The Development Education Association (DEA) promotes the global dimension 
in education and its 240 members and partner organisation as key players in 
local, regional and national learning strategies.

Key aims of the DEA:

� Securing ownership of development education.

� Engaging wider society in development education.

� Promoting quality and learning in development education.

The association works closely with development education networks in 
Scotland (IDEAS), Wales (Cyfanfyd) and Northern Ireland (CADA).

Contact details

England

Development Education Association,
33 Corsham Street, London N1 6DR

Tel: 020 7490 8108
Email: dea@dea.org.uk
Website: www.dea.org.uk

Wales

Cyfanfyd, Temple of Peace, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff Cf10 3AP

Tel: 029 2066 8999
Email: info@cyfanfyd.org.uk
Website: www.cyfanfyd.org.uk
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Key websites

Networks of voluntary organisations

Network of British NGOs working overseas. 
www.bond.org.uk

Network of Black and minority ethnic organisations working to raise awareness 
of development issues in the UK.
www.cfdnetwork.co.uk

Council for Environmental Education.
www.cee.org.uk

Network of development education centres and other DEA members.
www.dea.org.uk/dea/a_to_z_of_members.html

Online civil society network working for global justice.
www.oneworld.net

UK One World Linking Association.
www.ukowla.org.uk

Education websites

A DFID website that gives teachers fast, easy access to information and 
hundreds of resources about teaching the global dimension.
www.globaldimension.org.uk

Scotland

International Development 
Education Association of Scotland, 
The Courtyard, Simon Laune House,
Holyrood Road, Edinburgh EH8 8AQ

Tel: 0131 557 8114
Email: ideas@ideas-forum.org.uk
Website: www.ideas-forum.org.uk

Northern Ireland

Coalition of Aid and 
Development Agencies (CADA), 
Centre for Global Education, 
9 University Street, Belfast BT7 1FY

Tel: 028 9024 1879
Email: info@cge.uk.com
Website: www.cge.uk.com
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DFID Global School Partnerships initiative provides advice and guidance, 
professional development opportunities and grants to schools that use 
partnerships to develop a global dimension within the curriculum.
www.britishcouncil.org/globalschools

A DfES website providing advice on how to develop the global and 
international dimension in schools. It features a school partner fi nding facility 
plus guidance, information and links to other relevant websites.
www.globalgateway.org

Joint DEA and CEE website on youthwork and sustainable development.
www.dea.org.uk/dea/youth/sustainabledevelopment

National Youth Agency global youth work website.
www.nya.org.uk/global

QCA’s education for sustainable development site.
www.qca.org.uk/esd
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“To be effective citizens of our own country, we need to understand this 
global society and learn to act as global citizens. Educational policy-
makers and politicians share the responsibility to make this a reality.” 

(Phil Hope MP)

What Members of Parliament can do

1 Identify and bring together key community groups in their 
constituencies who are directly engaged in programmes and projects 
that make connections between local and global issues. This could lead 
to a ‘Global in the Local’ Forum.

2 Promote fair trade and encourage the local authority and educational 
institutions such as schools, colleges and universities to develop fair trade 
policies.

3 Encourage communities that have roots and connections with 
developing countries to talk to schools and groups about the issues that 
affect their communities and what they can do to support their work.

4 Encourage all schools and other educational bodies in their 
constituencies to have mission statements and policies that promote a 
global ethos.

5 Support the work of the nearest local Development Education Centre 
and promote its activities and resources to appropriate educational 
institutions and community groups

6 Encourage more links between communities in their constituencies 
with communities elsewhere in the world.

Further copies of this publication can be obtained from the DEA, 33 Corsham Street, London 

N1 6DR, or can be downloaded from www.dea.org.uk


