
 

 

Haringey demonstrates how a whole authority approach, built 
into the children's plan and supported by an international 
schools officer, can advance global learning and raise 
aspirations across a whole borough. 

What did Haringey want to achieve? 

The goal of Haringey programmes relating to global linking is to raise aspirations and attainment for 
young people and to develop global citizenship.  

How did they set about doing this?  

Global links have a long history in Haringey, a North London borough which reflects a rich cultural 
diversity with varying degrees of socio economic disadvantage. A science-focused link between 
Alexandra Park School and a school in South Africa began because of the ANC President Oliver 
Tambo’s links with Haringey and with the anti-apartheid activist Mike Terry, later a science teacher at 
Alexandra Park.  

Terry worked with Haringey Children and Young People's Service to set up 'Making a difference 
through science', launched in 2006, which increases motivation by linking pupils’ aspirations for a 
fairer and more equitable world with their own educational achievements. Private sponsorship 
enables the council to donate funds for education in developing countries for every Haringey student 
who reaches their progress target in Key Stage 3 Science (ages 11-14), while the Oliver Tambo Award 
for science achievement is presented to the two Haringey students making the biggest improvement. 
This project has caught the imagination of Haringey students, with science results improving by 5% in 
the first year and in one school by 15%.  

Inspired by the success of this programme, the Director of Children's Services decided that every 
school in Haringey should have an international link and Bhavani Sharma took up the new post of 
International Links Officer in 2007. Since then, Haringey schools have participated in many global 
learning programmes, including the British Council's 'Connecting classrooms' through which links have 
been made with schools in India, China, Uganda, Senegal, South Africa and Tobago, and four 
Comenius Regio partnerships, including Model United Nations with  Poland.  

Country partnerships have been embedded in the curriculum, for example: links with China in Tudor 
times are explored in History, two schools teach Mandarin at Key Stage 3 and joint Design and 
Technology projects take place between schools in China and Haringey; partnerships with schools in 
France and Spain support Modern Foreign Languages. This approach has been supported by revised 
national primary and secondary strategies which have increased the emphasis on creativity and 
relevance. All the secondary schools in the borough and 33 primary schools will have completed the 
International School Award by September 2010. 

Raising aspirations through 
global learning 

A whole local authority approach 

Participants at the North London Model UN 
Conference, as part of Haringey’s Comenius 
Regio partnership with Poland. 

 

Signing the Memorandum of Understanding 
for an Area link between Haringey and 
Chong Wen Education District, Beijing. 

“...last year our Y6 Black 
Caribbean children seem 
to have done better than 
in previous years.” 

http://www.alexandrapark.haringey.sch.uk/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-connecting-classrooms.htm
http://www.britishcouncil.org/comenius-regio-partnerships.htm
http://www.globalgateway.org.uk/default.aspx?page=5057
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Bhavani emphasises that although she is the lead officer for International Links, the authority takes an 
integrated approach to embedding the global dimension. This has enabled them to organise 
conferences and celebrations which disseminate good practice and help maintain momentum. Staff 
training has been important, with CPD provided through DFID's 'Global curriculum' project, the British 
Council’s etwinning team and the Humanities Education Centre in Tower Hamlets. Partner countries 
have shared good practice, for example: special schools in Beijing, Ghana and Haringey are learning 
from each other to embed an integrated and inclusive approach, while Haringey’s Early Years 
Children's Centres have gained from New Zealand's early years experience of using ICT for assessment 
and 'best practice' in supporting children to be independent and take risks in a safe outdoor 
environment. 

How well have they achieved their aims?  

The range and quality of international links, programmes and networks and the number of young 
people engaged with global learning across the borough is evidence of success. Bhavani highlights the 
impact a dedicated officer can have, attracting funding, supporting schools and building networks. 
Haringey students participate in numerous international events because the schools are kept 
informed of opportunities and supported to take them up. 

The impact of international CPD opportunities can be seen from the teachers’ feedback: 

“We have changed our curriculum and one of the topics is now the Caribbean. ...many of our children 
are from the Caribbean and they like finding out about their home and talking to family members 
about it all...I have a better understanding of some of the history and attitudes and expectations of our 
Caribbean families ... I am not sure if it's in any way linked but last year our Y6 Black Caribbean 
children seem to have done better than in previous years.” (after Area Link with Tobago) 

“Yesterday we had a transition meeting with our feeder schools and put forward the idea that we need 
to develop a common language for learning, which we are going to do through … integrating the 
personal, social and thinking skills ideas, which came about as a direct result of my trip findings where 
students are explicitly taught to be critical thinkers and independent learners.” (after DCSF Teachers 
International Professional Development in Canada) 

What do they plan to do next? 

Haringey's Children and Young People's strategic plan for 2009-2020 features 'developing global 
citizens' as a priority under the Every Child Matters outcome 'Make a positive contribution', ensuring 
the future of global learning in the borough. With changing government funding priorities, Bhavani is 
looking for other programmes and funding sources. She is working with colleagues to use ICT as a tool 
to connect classrooms and is looking at opportunities to progress CPD further in partnership with 
Education Ministries in link countries. 

Raising 
aspirations 
through global 
learning 

Haringey's Children and 
Young People's strategic 
plan for 2009-2020 
features 'developing 
global citizens' as a 
priority. 

Students from Alexandra Park School on a 
visit to South Africa, filming a documentary 
for their joint ‘Science Ya Rona’ Project. 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/globalschools
http://www.britishcouncil.org/etwinning.htm
http://www.britishcouncil.org/etwinning.htm
http://www.globalfootprints.org/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/professionaldevelopment/tipd/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/professionaldevelopment/tipd/

