
useful to step back and ask questions about the role of the
media in shaping perceptions and attitudes to such events
when media images or headlines are used. 

Further school activity ideas and websites relating to
September 11 and its aftermath, including the role of the
media, attitudes towards Islam and civil liberties, can be
found in Global Express no.28 ‘Beyond the Attacks’ (DEP,
2001).
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Making sense of September 11 – what children want

Alun Williams explains how a Year 6 class in the Channel Island of Guernsey tried to make sense of September 11.

The very fact that this work was undertaken states the
obvious – the events of September 11 had an immediate
global impact, as evidenced by the fact that a small island off
the coast of France was touched by it. It impacted on people
of all ages, not least children who struggled to make sense of
it. Out of all the confusion and tragedy an opportunity arose
for young people to reflect on the world in which we live and
to consider the world that children want.

The Education Council in Guernsey had already decided
it would organise a Family Learning Weekend in association
with the Campaign for Learning. The theme of the activities
was ‘Diversity Matters’, which was taken from the
Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting (CHOGM)
due to take place immediately before the weekend. (The
CHOGM was subsequently cancelled in the light of
September11.) Most of the activities were intended to bring
fun to families whilst celebrating world diversity. We had
organised workshops for artists and writers and even co-
opted a sumo wrestler to work with us but it was necessary
to bring in a more serious and reflective note following the
traumatic events of September 11. For that reason we
organised ‘The World We Want’ by Castel School Year 6
pupils.

The world we want
Castel is a primary school with a student population of 416.
Year 6 is divided into three classes. The topic ‘The World
We Want’ was devised following a meeting between Year 6
teacher, Jane Brock, and Alun Williams, Lifelong Learning
Education Officer. The meeting took place a few days after
September 11 and it became clear that there was an
opportunity to help the pupils to reflect on events and their
implications for themselves and all society. 

The project was dynamic and wove its way into many
other topics and themes. However some of the key elements
were:

1 Diaries: Pupils kept a diary which recorded their
feelings about September 11 and subsequent events.
These diaries demonstrate a range of emotions, from
anger to sorrow.

2 The world we want: From this idea there grew the
formation of the Children’s Revolutionary Party. The
pupils voted for a leader and other members of the
party. A local politician talked to students about his
work and how to present political beliefs. They drew up
a manifesto with ideas such as:

• an upper limit of £30,000 per annum for all salaries

• the abolition of the 11+ (Guernsey still has
selection at 11)

• the abolition of smoking – tobacco farmers would
receive compensation to enable them to grow food
instead

• increased resources for schools and hospitals

• pragmatically, they also wanted to have the gaps at
the top and bottom of toilet cubicles in schools
sealed off

3 The media: Pupils discussed the ways in which the
media relayed the story and considered different styles
of writing. They

• talked to a journalist about how to ask questions,
take notes and summarise information

• visited the offices of the local newspaper to see how
a newspaper is printed and to talk about the issues
behind editing a daily publication 



• visited an advertising agency where staff outlined
how they work, paying particular attention to how
they persuade people

• talked to the news editors for the local commercial
radio station, newspaper and commercial television
who were on duty on September 11, about reporting
the events and about their personal feelings

• recorded voice-overs for radio commercials
publicising Family Learning Weekend

• featured in a local paper article about their feelings
about September 11 and their political manifesto

• wrote and participated in the making of a five
minute ‘party political broadcast’ which was sent
out on local TV 

• wrote stories which were used as a double-page
spread for the Guernsey Evening Press

Lessons learnt
These formal activities took place in the immediate
aftermath of September 11. Since then the theme has
recurred thoughout their year’s work, often at the instigation
of the children themselves. For example, internet research
for some pupils was about Osama Bin Laden; poems and
short stories set by the school for external tests have focused
on various aspects of September 11, such as the plight of
refugees and sympathy for families of victims.

It is not possible in this short extract to convey all the
opportunities for learning that this project has offered to
Castel Year 6 pupils. However some of the outcomes
include:

• reflecting on a major global event and considering
its implications for themselves and the rest of the
community

• considering the world they want and the role they
can play as global citizens

• reflecting on how the world works, how it
communicates and the roles and responsibilities that
we all have

• working in partnership with many sectors of the
local community, including politicians, parents, the
media and employers

Perhaps the final word should rest with the pupils. We spoke
to them at the end of the year to revisit their thoughts on
September 11. Their responses were mixed. Many were
beginning to feel more secure as there had been no other
attacks and they were aware of heightened security because
the local airport had introduced more rigorous searches.
They talked about recovering from the tragedy and having a
greater opportunity to understand how the world works and,
most importantly, said that confronting the issue had made
them try to make sense of the impossible and feel that they
had had the chance to have their say in the world they want. 

Alun Williams is Lifelong Learning Education Officer
for the Education Council in Guernsey
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