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To our program participants, we vow to remain steadfast,
to adhere to the axiom Dr. Peters espoused, ‘each person can
make a difference... and together we can do those things that
we can’t seem to do separately.’  We are committed, we are
partners, and we will do all we can to help them meet their
own basic needs. 

The movement that began in a church half a century ago
continues to grow, supported by men and women who share
the vision of a world where the inherent dignity of all people
is affirmed and where men and women have the ability to
meet their own basic needs. More than ever, we are inspired
and challenged by Dr. Peters’ vision. As he so eloquently

articulated, ‘Let no man say, then, ‘why don’t ‘they’ do
something?’ There is no ‘they.’ There is just us – you and me
– free men and women, responsible individuals.’ He knew
what it meant to be a ‘world neighbor.’ 
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Kellye O’Bryan is Global Education Co-ordinator,
World Neighbors. KO’Bryan@wn.org
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Corpses rot as relatives fight for Bride Price

Drama ensued in Amagoro B Zone in Tororo-Uganda,
when one Margaret Athieno died and her father
Domitario Ochwo Elado stopped Athieno’s husband from
burying the body because he had not paid Bride Price
when he married her ... In a related incident, mourners in
Kisera Zone in Mifumi village were shocked when the
body of one Achieng was left to decompose after her
relatives stopped the burial, demanding dowry. She had
been married for five years. (The Monitor, Thursday 20
September, 2001)

Bride Price, dowry and other marriage gifts form an
essential element of marriage in Uganda and in many
countries around the world. Under tradition and culture,
Bride Price was originally a token of appreciation to the
bride’s parents for raising her and compensation for the loss
of her labour. Today we question, ‘Has Bride Price in its
current form retained its original values?’ In many parts of
the world, women are literally bought and sold through the
institution of Bride Price. 

To understand how Bride Price contributes to the total
subordination and dehumanisation of women, we need to
look at it for the slave-like practice that it has become.
Our work with women and girls in Tororo, Uganda has
unmasked the way Bride Price reduces women to the
status of property, at the complete mercy of men who
have the liberty to demand sex, to physically and sexually
abuse their wives, to marry other women, to inherit the
widow of a dead brother and to force young girls (often
made to leave primary school at age 12 or 13) to get
married because virgins fetch a higher price.

Should a husband fail to pay the Price for his wife, the
girl or woman is pulled out of that marriage and forced

into another and another, until an honourable suitor pays
up. The culture is such that upon divorce or separation,
the woman must refund the cows to her husband even
after 10 or 15 years of marriage. Her father received the
Price but she must pay it back. Usually she cannot,
because she owns no property and her parents are too
poor or long dead. She therefore cannot even go back to
her father’s house since he cannot afford to buy her back
– a woman has no home in this setting!

The practice of Bride Price is a gross violation of
human rights and exposes women and girls to violence
and abuse. It subordinates women, objectifies them,
commercialises marriage and threatens women’s physical
and mental health. It has far reaching health, economic,
social, human rights and legal impacts. The international
community has recognised it as a form of slavery, a
violation of the fundamental rights of liberty, equality and
non-discrimination and calls for states to abolish it. Bride
Price has outlived its usefulness.

The Mifumi Project in Uganda and Promote Mifumi
Project (PROMPT) in the UK have said enough is
enough. On the 22 December 2001, these North-South
partners championed the first ever referendum held in
Uganda on a social and human rights issue. Funded by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Human Rights Fund, the
campaign led to a majority vote for the reform of Bride
Price. This joint work has recognised the need for poor,
oppressed and marginalised people to be empowered and
to choose their own path to development. We are now
pushing for a change in the law and any appeals on our
behalf to the Constitutional Review Commission in
Uganda are most welcome.

The Bride Price culture and human rights

Evelyn Okoth discusses human rights abuses brought about by the custom of Bride Price and describes a North-
South partnership which is challenging this culture in Uganda and working to raise awareness of the broader issue
of violence against women among students and community groups in the UK. 
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PROMPT has been raising awareness of development
issues, especially Bride Price and domestic violence, with
the community in Bristol. Our major activities have been
awareness raising meetings with community groups and
organisations, including Cabot Primary School, Black
Association of Women Step Out, Hadari Nari Black
Women’s Aid, Kingswood Women’s Aid, Organisation for
Sickle Cell Anaemia Research and Black Practice
Teachers and with students of the University of the West
of England (UWE).

On International Day Against Violence Against
Women, PROMPT held an awareness raising seminar
with over 50 people in Bristol where case presentation
leaflets on the world status of violence against women
were discussed. This seminar opened the door to the
public. Thereafter, invited by ‘Eagle Radio’, PROMPT
addressed Black community issues and women’s rights
through several radio talks on the ‘In The City’ radio
programme. Because of its domestic nature, violence
against women is still a topic not discussed very
comfortably in public but through the radio, PROMPT
was able to respond to many requests to talk about
violence as a major human rights concern. 

Following two lectures with UWE students, PROMPT
worked with a drama class to develop African theatre to
enact these issues on stage. The scripts were fantastic in
their diversity. It was great to see how every global citizen
at these workshops related to domestic violence and Bride
Price in their own unique way – from India to Zimbabwe,
USA, Britain, Uganda, New Zealand and Canada,
domestic violence wore different faces but was a singular
global case of the violation of the human rights of
women. The theatre became a platform where every
participant took and gave, one of shared learning and the
humble acceptance of cultural difference and diversity
over global concerns impacting differently on local lives. 

PROMPT’s involvement with the public had just began.
Since then, fifteen volunteers from all walks of life have
been to Uganda where they supported work on the
ground. PROMPT has recruited two students – one will
spend three months in Uganda over the summer of 2002
and another has chosen PROMPT’s approach to
development as a case study for his Master’s thesis and
left for Uganda in July. Another fifteen will set out from
Jersey in September 2002 and hope to stay for six weeks.

Development education is a great opportunity to look
at the world through different eyes. Information,
knowledge and awareness of the unknown can expose
beauty one didn’t know was there. Dave Ellis, the team
leader of the group which visited Uganda last year, asked
whether it was worthwhile, said, ‘The answer to that is a
resounding yes. We improved facilities at the clinic, built

good accommodation for staff and provided clean
drinking water, all of which will improve health in the
area. The accommodation and the textbooks we bought
will help to improve education. All these things could
have been done by sending a cheque. What we did by
going out there was to show the local people that
somebody cares enough to put themselves out to help and
this was acknowledged with great joy by the local people
while we were there. Incidentally, we had a fantastic time
and a moving and memorable experience’.

Evelyn Okoth is Development Co-ordinator for
PROMPT, a UK based organisation working in
partnership with The Mifumi Project and The Women’s
Guild of Nagongera, Uganda. She is a member of the
management committee of the Organisation for Sickle
Cell Anaemia Research. She is a Ugandan national and
holds a Masters Degree in German and English
Linguistics and Literature from the University of
Heidelberg, Germany.

For further information, contact Evelyn Okoth at:
PROMPT, Brunswick Court, Brunswick Square, Bristol
BS2 8PE
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