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My father, may his name be blessed, was a school teacher
and I was reminded of him as soon as I started reading the
article by David Hicks on ‘Developing a Futures
Dimension’. My father taught us to state things simply and
clearly and only use ‘big’ words if a smaller, simpler word
could not be found.

Yes, children should learn the connection between history,
the present day and the future and also the position of our
own country in Europe and the world. I learnt it, 40 years
ago and have never bothered my head with ‘spatial and
temporal dimensions’. But I guess, as a retired medical
practitioner, I should not complain about jargon and anyway
I do agree with him!

John Huckle, whose article was more down to earth, was
also guilty of using phrases like ‘transformative intellectual’
and ‘critical pedagogy’ but I totally agree that development

education has to be linked with a status subject like citizenship
to gain its place in the curriculum. Cross-curricular initiatives
are fine in theory but so hard to monitor in practice when
many teachers, with different priorities, are involved. 

Everyone seems to agree that development education has
become more important since September 11th 2001. Jeff
Serf says that the destruction of the Twin Towers was a
graphic example of globalisation. It was indeed. 

The Rwandan genocide in 1994, when nearly a million
people were slaughtered in three months while the world
watched; the Bhopal disaster, when twelve thousand people
died because of the negligence of a multi-national company;
the Ethiopian famine, made famous eventually by the pop
star Bob Geldof: all of these events had very little impact
globally. 
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It took the deaths of around 3,000 people in the USA by a
hijacked commercial aircraft to set the world thinking about
the root causes of the hatred many people worldwide feel
towards the USA and its friends. The reaction to September
11th, compared with reactions to those other catastrophes,
makes it look like lives in the West are more valuable than
elsewhere in the world. Discuss? 

The debate with development educationalists in ‘Is this a
teachable moment?’ was fascinating. I saw what a sense of
panic there must have been amongst teachers facing a class
in the days after September 11th: where is Afghanistan; who
is Osama bin Laden/al Qaida; why us; how does Islam differ
from Christianity? It must have been extremely difficult to
answer children’s questions. One can only hope as a result of
all this debate that we can be more prepared in the future, as
teachers and children learn more about development and
foreign affairs and those temporal and spatial relationships
so beloved of David Hicks. 

September 11th initially provoked many fine speeches
and thoughts on development. Tony Blair waxed eloquent on
a new deal for Africa; Bill Clinton now tours the world
giving lectures on development. We have had explained to us
how poverty can lead to desperation. Poorest of poor
Afghanistan was a willing host to al Qaida and was
destroyed by them because we had abandoned them for ten
years once the USA had helped the Taliban defeat the
Russians and gain power. 

There is not much mention in this edition to remind us
that the actions of USA-backed Israel against the
Palestinians lie at the heart of the problem. The resentment
in the Arab world is fuelled by the Middle East crises,
resentment graphically recorded by Inayat Buglawala in an
article which should be widely distributed to schools and
colleges, resentment and anger which will only be made
worse by an attack on Iraq without incontrovertible evidence
against Saddam Hussein and a new United Nations
resolution. 

How we put it all together and present it to school
children in maybe one session each week is the difficult
question. However moving the Birmingham head teacher’s
talk was to Tim Brighouse, I don’t think we should teach
children to be ‘proud’. We can be content and pleased with
our family/nation/policy but should never be proud, which
implies superiority and anyway, goes before a fall! I prefer
the approach by Dalya Massachi who, in a brilliant, down to
earth article does the essential thing, which is to get children
to question the actions and reactions of the West to
September 11th and to ask them to make links between what
we do in the West and what happens as a consequence in the
Arab world and in the developing world. 

Violence, being able to bomb from high altitude killing
thousands of innocent Afghanis will not make them love us
more. George Bush’s welcome increase in the US Aid budget
(still at just over 0.1%, a tiny proportion of the UN
recommended 0.7% GNP – even the UK manages 0.35%)
does not link up with the rhetoric about alleviating poverty. 

Debt relief is no good if one of the poorest countries in
the world, Tanzania, having qualified for it, then gets sold an
air traffic control system by the UK, which they don’t need
and plunges them back into debt. It’s good for UK industry
but fails to make the link with poverty. 

It is all very well sending delegations to expensive
summits costing hundreds of millions of pounds, but useless
if the USA then fails to understand the links and withdraws
from the Kyoto Agreement on global warming because
Americans must not be deprived of their air conditioners and
gas guzzling cars. No link there either.

Western, especially American policy is driven by energy
needs rather than any other. For the USA, this means the
unspoken reasons for their foreign policy is often the need
for oil.

Until this most crucial link is made and future, and
indeed current, generations understand they must demand
less not more of the world’s resources, we shall not have
peace. 

Development education must also teach about the need
for education above all things in developing countries, the
need for basic health care and prevention and treatment of
HIV/AIDS, provision of clean water, and good governance.
It must explain trade reform and control of the multi-
nationals via the WTO. It must call for a curb on the arms
trade, which makes us so rich, and work towards conflict
prevention at all costs. 

Development education could fill the whole curriculum,
but future generations must understand these issues and have
tolerance of all nations and religions. 

If we can stop being oblivious to anything except our
security and pampered lifestyle and really transform the lives
of the developing world, we will have a future for our
children, who may look back and recognise that September
11th was the day world history changed for the good. 

Dr Jenny Tonge MP, Liberal Democrat spokesperson
on International Development
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