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Introduction
VETAID, with ten years experience of overseas development,
has been working in a development education project since
April 1999. The aim has been to raise awareness about
development issues with particular reference to livestock with
undergraduate students (veterinary, agricultural and animal
science) and young farmers. The project was funded by DFID
under its Development Awareness Programme and achieved
considerable success in raising awareness of development
issues among the target audience.

Successes of the project
These include:

• A total of 17 awareness-raising sessions on development
education issues presented to over 300 participants

• Production of appropriate resources (‘Taking Stock’ video
focusing on overseas project case-studies)

• Development of web-site pages with educational
information registering almost 5,000 hits:
www.vetaid.org/education 

Why VETAID started this project
The project was conceived as a result of the expertise and
experience that VETAID has developed in the area of
livestock development projects in Africa and India, and of the
feeling that this experience could be channelled through
educational activities to raise awareness of development issues
among specific target audiences in the UK.

How the target audience was chosen
The target audience was chosen to comprise people either
studying or working in the area of livestock in the UK, who
would have a natural affinity with livestock and the
development work that VETAID is involved in. It was felt that
livestock could be a relevant entry point for discussion of
development issues, e.g. poverty in rural areas in the South;
comparisons between livestock and agricultural production
systems in the North and the South; consideration of livestock
in the context of sustainable livelihoods for small-holder
livestock-rearers, pastoralist nomads, female-headed
households etc. The potential audience included groups that
were traditionally excluded from, or had little access to,
development themes during their normal course of studies and
the proposed project would redress this balance. Finally, these
groups include people who may become future policy and
decision-makers in the fields of agriculture and natural

resources, so educating them at this stage in their careers may
have positive effects for the beneficiaries in the South. 

Strategy 
• The DE project coordinator contacted veterinary and

agricultural colleges in the UK and sent them copies of
the ‘Taking Stock’ video to promote the idea of holding
DE awareness-raising sessions at these venues

• The video and presentations were advertised through
various networks e.g. DEA resource catalogue,
SCOTDEC, Young Farmers Clubs networks

• A group of volunteer facilitators were trained in DE
issues and group-work and helped by contacting colleges
and coordinating sessions on a nation-wide basis. 

• The project linked up with another NGO working in
development education – ‘Farmers World Network’ based
at the National Agricultural Centre in Warwickshire –
whose Rural Liaison Coordinator contacted the
agricultural colleges that were known to have an interest
in this area

Target audience and DE response
The presentations were generally met with a positive response
from the participants, which was reflected in audience
participation and interaction and the responses from feedback
questionnaires. The participants were very keen to know more
about how they could contribute to development work and
were encouraged to get involved through the following:

• Join a volunteer organisation (e.g. VSO, Skillshare
Africa) to work in a developing country and to experience
at first-hand the problems faced

• Become more informed about development issues
through affiliation with relevant societies at university or
recognised NGOs (e.g. Oxfam, World Development
Movement) and participate in appropriate activities (e.g.
signing-petitions, lobbying MPs, public bodies, etc)

• Purchase ‘Fairtrade’ products to help small-scale
producers in the South

• Carry out fund-raising activities for recognised NGOs
working in the field

Problems encountered and lessons learnt
• The post was originally part-time but it became apparent

that a lot of time was required and it could easily be
expanded to occupy a full-time coordinator 
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• Production of the resources (including filming the video)
took longer than envisaged, due to logistical difficulties
during filming in the field

• Requests for access to colleges initially met with little or
no response. Access was eventually gained mainly
through student bodies and societies – this forced
VETAID to question certain assumptions, eg. whether
college lecturers were really interested in the materials or
presentations offered. It was interesting to note that the
most enthusiastic response was received from lecturers
who had actually worked overseas or travelled extensively
in a developing country. Also the time factor for both
lecturers and students was something to take account of,
especially when scheduling presentations (i.e. outside
busy periods such as exam times)

• The outbreak of foot and mouth disease in 2001 severely
restricted presentation of sessions as colleges were forced
to reassess activities carried out on campus and in certain
cases were closed for a period of time

• Showing relevant slides was very useful and, in contrast
to the video, could lead to discussion and interactive
participation by the audience.

• The participative nature of the sessions (involving group
discussions with flipcharts) was very important (and
dependent on the skill and confidence of the presenter or
facilitators) as was an informal and relaxed environment,
unlike that of a formal lecture or seminar. This was
further encouraged by offering refreshments after the
sessions, which allowed the students opportunities to
mingle with the presenter or facilitator and to ask more
in-depth questions.

Monitoring & evaluation
This was carried out throughout the project through the
following: 

• Analysis of feedback questionnaires handed out during
the sessions

• Regular reporting to the VETAID Projects Co-ordinator

• Facilitator Evaluation Workshop, which allowed
facilitators to come together and discuss experiences,
positive and negative, and encouraged ideas for future
participation and presentations related to additional DE
themes

Future objectives
The main objectives are to source funding to continue the
project, building upon the initial presentation of sessions to
incorporate wider development issues within the formal
teaching curriculum at the colleges. In this way development
themes will be presented in a sustainable and continuous
manner to future generations of students.

Relevant issues include:-
• Global food security and sustainable food production

• Globalisation of agricultural products and the impact on
farmers in UK and abroad (issues of trade, WTO etc.)

• ‘Fairly-traded’ products – importance for smallholder
farmers in the South

• Organic agricultural production – similarities and
differences between UK and Southern practices

• GMOs – including issues of patents, effects on small-
holder farmers in the South

• Sustainable food production

• Land issues – wildlife game parks and nomadic
pastoralists’ land-rights

• Climate change (with consequential flooding of
agricultural land) and biodiversity

• Female-/child-headed households (linked with HIV+ &
urban migration) and consequences for agricultural
production

• Reform of the European Common Agricultural Policy
and international trade policies (e.g. WTO)

• Links between ‘exotic’ diseases imported into the North
(e.g. foot and mouth disease, classical swine fever) and
exported from the North (e.g. bovine spongiform
encephalopathy, BVD in cattle) and consideration of how
these diseases are managed in both areas

It is also hoped to widen the scope of the project at some
future date to include schoolchildren, adapting resources used
for the original work and incorporating a training element for
primary and secondary school teachers. This is, of course,
subject to further funding being secured, which is one of the
major constraints with this type of work. 

Latest news 
A joint consortium proposal with Veterinaries Sans Frontieres
(VSF)-France and VSF-Belgium has been submitted to the
EU under the Co-financing budget line B7-6000. This will be
a great opportunity to unite forces with members of the VSF-
Europa network and share resources, materials and expertise
in the field, as well as carry out joint projects with student
participation, targeting the European general public through
conferences involving student eye-witness participation
accounts; screening of documentaries based on overseas
project work; promoting participation in associated public
events eg. signing of petitions; encouraging purchase of ‘Fair
Trade’ products, etc.

Martin Steel was Development Education Co-ordinator
for VETAID, a Scottish-based, non-profit, overseas
development organisation, registered charity (SC004913)
working for poverty reduction and an increase in food
security of people dependent on livestock. He is now
working in Togo for a livestock development programme,
Veterinaires Sans Frontiers Suisse.

Copies of the ‘Taking Stock’ video can be ordered from the address below.
VETAID, Pentlands Science Park, Bush, Midlothian, EH26 OPZ
www.vetaid.org 
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