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NETWORK NEWS

‘When people use the term ‘global’, such as ‘global
dimension in education’, in many people’s mind, that
means north-south relationships, not east-west
relationships.’ (Margot Brown, Centre for Global
Education, DEA Seminar 2002)

When we try to fully address the global dimension in
education, dialogue with the East is a big part of it. ‘East’
could include Eastern Europe, Russia, Asia and if we go east
enough it reaches North America and comes back to Britain.
In this article, I would like to look at the dialogue with one of
the East colleagues – Japan – based on the findings of a DEA
small research project (2001-2002) funded by the Daiwa
Anglo-Japanese Foundation. 

For many development education practitioners in the UK,
Japan is familiar because more than 100 practitioners from
Japan have visited the UK to study and learn from British
experiences. During interviews in Japan, Japanese
practitioners mentioned how much they had learnt from
Britain over the years in terms of curriculum development,
approaches and ways of questioning social issues. Some
people agreed that ‘the people who went to Britain gained a
lot of stimulus and most of them are still the key persons in
Japan.’ 

On the other hand, even though about five British books
were translated into Japanese and about ten British
practitioners were invited to Japan, some British practitioners
did not have as much chance to learn and have the
constructive relationships which they hoped to have through
meetings with Japanese practitioners. This is partly because of
lack of planning of the visits, few opportunities to share
Japanese practices and to find out common agendas, and
political changes in both countries to push initiatives through.

But over the years, things have started to change. Visitors
from Japan are no longer only ‘bulk buyers of resources’ or
‘translators of UK materials’. During the interviews, Japanese
practitioners saw Britain clearly as a partner more than ‘a
teacher figure’ and many suggestions were made for future
collaborative work which would have mutual gains. 

The aspects of people’s interests had much in common
between the two countries. After having a pressurised
educational system, the question, ‘What is education for?’ and
the ‘essential leaning’ debate is also arising in Japan. After
going through the recession and economic backlash,
practitioners in Japan say ‘people have started to ask ‘What
does real ‘wealth and development’ mean?’ and development
education can contribute fully at this time’. 

Also in terms of curriculum, similar educational targets
have been set for the two countries in British Citizenship
Education and Japanese Integrated Studies (see article by
Haruhiko Tanaka, p27). Both encourage teachers to teach
about social issues and those with global dimensions. There is
a growing recognition of the importance of looking closely at
local/national issues with global impacts and Japanese people
hope to share these practices with British practitioners. 

‘In what ways can we have better relationships?’ is what we
need to look into more from now. What kind of relationship is
most needed between the two countries? How can DEA
members meet practitioners dealing with similar issues in
Japan and vice versa? And how can we maintain contact?

On the 8th of May 2002, a seminar was held with about 40
participants and many opportunities and common areas of
interest were identified. Also the importance of ‘mutual
learning’ approaches was pointed out. As a British practitioner
said, ‘It is very clear that we have much in common with
Japan. Too often, both here and in Japan, it is assumed that
there is more that Japan can learn from us than the other way
round. This is not the case.’ 

We hope we can generate more and more opportunities to
learn from common agendas in education and society as a
whole. Any comments or ideas from readers would be very
welcome. 

For the project full report, please contact dea@dea.org.uk 
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