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Alternative for India Development (AID) is a development
organisation based in England as well as in India. AID’s two
decades of grassroots development experience in India and
its direct contact with the Asian community in the UK led to
the idea of using current links existing between the Asian
community in the UK and South Asia for development
awareness. Further, AID’s direct participation in various
international and national campaigns such as child labour in
carpet units, poverty, drinking water and primary education
showed that the grassroots realities are not presented in the
right perspectives - or at all - to the international audience.
Its work in the field illustrated that the influence of many of
the campaigns on the life of the poor at the grassroots level
is minimal. Knowing this fact, AID started with the idea of
using the grassroots experience of AID-India, as well as the
local-global links, as vital resources for development
awareness and action in the UK.

Working with the Asian community in
Birmingham
AID-UK first piloted a development awareness project with
Asian religious organisations such as Gurdwaras and temples
in Birmingham. It used the religious forums to focus on the
global and local links of poverty, child labour, environmental
issues and women’s problems in India. The pilot work proved
the relevance and utility of this idea of using local-global
links and grassroots experience for promoting development
awareness work.

The encouraging results led to the idea of expanding links
among young people through global youth work.  This was
initiated through youth exchanges for drawing on grassroots
experience, with greater focus on the local-global issues of
poverty in both India and the UK and the links between the
two situations. Eighteen Asian young people from the UK
visited Bihar in India and learned about the grassroots
development work of AID-India there. On their return, they
made a curriculum for youth work, put on exhibitions and
shared the value of grassroots development work with other
youth in the UK. In the second phase of this project, eight
Tribal young people visited the UK and shared their
experience in India in dealing with poverty, child labour,
basic education, youth and environmental problems with
various youth and community organisations in the UK.
These initiatives generated further interest among young
people and the Asian community.

Concurrently, reflecting its experience in working with
community organisations in India, AID-UK initiated
development awareness work using the community links
among social, religious and women’s goups, cultural forums
and NGOs which provide services to the Asian community.
As part of this project, AID-UK conducted consultations,
workshops, meetings with Asian community organisations
and individuals, exhibitions, demonstrations and information
dissemination during various Asian festivals, social and
religious events.

The significant local-global issues identified by the Asian
community in Birmingham were child labour in the carpet
and mica industries; trade issues related to textiles, coffee
and toys; the issues of fair trade and the use of fairly traded
products; basic education for children and drinking water
issues. The Asian community in the UK is aware of these
issues as they themselves use carpets, coffee, tea, bangles,
toys and garments, send their children to school and use
water. They also had first-hand information about these
issues in the UK as well as in their home countries. These
were the focal points of discussion, analysis and reflection.
These initiatives stimulated individual and community
actions, for example:

• increased use of South Asian products and materials
made by the poor, along with an understanding of the
trade links involved;

• active participation in poverty reduction in South Asia
through child, education, health and family sponsorship
initiatives;

• support for providing drinking water for poor Tribal and
untouchable communities;

• employment support for the poor through the Asian
community in the UK to their home country;

• direct participation by the Asian community in various
international campaigns.

Working in the wider community and in
formal education
Realising the value of links in raising awareness and dealing
with global poverty, AID-UK extended this work to schools,
colleges and factories by setting up partnerships with them.
In all the projects, AID used all its experience in India as
well as local-global links to raise awareness. For instance,
AID in India has been involved in promoting total
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Development awareness and action projects among
Asian communities in the UK

As pointed out in the article by Amadu Wurie Khan, a great deal of development education work is carried out by
Black organisations in the UK, although the term itself may not be used by them. Ravi Kumar gives a brief
account of some of the work of one such organisation working with the Asian community in Birmingham.



transformation in remote rural and Tribal pockets; it is
running various formal and alternative schools in child
labour areas. One of the burning issues in both India and
Europe is child labour, specifically in carpet units in South
Asia. AID has been undertaking grassroots development
work with carpet industry children and is engaged in
campaigns to raise awareness on this issue. Many
international and national campaigns have been carried out
by various NGOs but the problems of child labour have
remained the same without any change in the day-to-day
lives of the working children. Since AID-India has been
working on this issue at grassroots and various other levels,
it has presented real life images of the working children of
India to Asian children in the UK, to help them understand,
analyse and act further on this issue. The same is the case for
other issues such as drinking water, basic education and
poverty.

AID-UK has created various development awareness
resources on these issues to stimulate children and help them
to identify local-global links and for raising awareness and
promoting action among the participants. It has used focus
group discussions to identify their own perspectives on local-
global links and for initiating actions through them. It is also
in the process of establishing school-to-school links in the
UK and Bihar, so that children can learn on an on-going
basis about the local-global issues through direct contact and
information sharing.

AID-UK also sets up partnerships with Asian college
students studying in Birmingham to engage in development
awareness work with the Asian community. Similarly, it has
been helping college students in the UK to link up with
grassroots development projects in India to learn the value of
such initiatives. On their return, it is also using them to raise
awareness among the local community.

The value of local and global linking in
development awareness and action
• This work has contributed to the evolving of South

Asian perspectives in development awareness and
action.

• It draws on the participants’ own personal, family and
community links, experience and reflections as
resources for identifying their own place in local-global
development and for raising their own awareness and
action to bring about changes.

• It uses participatory and development practices devised
in South Asia for raising awareness and action among
the South Asian community in the UK.

• It has gained support for international development
among the Asian community in the UK with increased
participation in and contribution to grassroots
development work.

• The use of Asian community languages and community
media has proved useful and effective in raising
awareness of local and global links.

• The response amongst young people has been more than
in other sections of the Asian community. It has created
more than 28 volunteers for development awareness and
campaign work. It has used the concept and practices of
peer education (on the basis of the experience in India)
for development work and some young people, as a
result of their participation in voluntary work, have
opted for development and social studies for their
academic work. It has also inspired them to engage in
development initiatives.

• The work has contributed to the creation of positive
attitudes and the value of development awareness work
among the Asian community and has further increased
the solidarity and support for the poor in South Asia.

Challenges in working with the Asian
community
The work of AID-UK amongst community groups in
Birmingham has met with some difficulties which it needs to
resolve. 

• The participation of women is constrained by the
pressure of the patriarchal system and work burden.
This restricts their association and involvement with
international development.

• Multiple dialects among persons of the same country of
origin has made it very difficult to reach all of them.

• Different caste and religious variations have also served
as a barrier to development education.

Despite these limitations, AID-UK has been promoting
South Asian perspectives in development education by
drawing on all its grassroots experience in India. Though it
faces great challenges, it has been able to influence the
Asian community to some extent. It is continuing to learn
from them and has been evolving its own development
education perspectives and practices in tune with the needs
and realities of the South Asian communities settled in the
UK as well as with their counterparts in Asia.

� Ravi Kumar is Executive Director of Alternative for
India Development (AID). ravi.kumar@btinternet.com
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