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ARIB was established in 1988 as an umbrella organisation
that would serve as a development forum for African refugees
and migrants, who resolved to bring an end to poverty,
insecurity and prejudice. It also aimed at promoting human
rights and the welfare of African refugees and migrants in the
UK. The idea of ARIB was inspired by a number of things but
for the purpose of this paper, a mention of a few will suffice.
First, its founders were very much frustrated by the prejudices
and cynicism of the Western media about Africa. Though
African intellectuals knew better about their continent than the
so-called ‘experts’ who wrote about it, they did not have a
forum through which to express their ideas and share
knowledge about Africa. Finally, the idea was also inspired by
the experiences of people of African descent in Europe, the
Caribbean and America. There was a felt need to properly
articulate the experiences of these people from the
perspectives of Africans. It is against this background that
ARIB has served as a platform for a wider spectrum of
African viewpoints.

In order to implement its objectives, ARIB decided to hold
seminars, public lectures, conferences, and other forms of
public debate to discuss African issues.  In addition, ARIB
established its own mouthpiece, the Africa World Review
(AWR). The journal was principally established to provide
critical and alternative perspectives on Africa affairs.
Although it is managed and produced by Africans, the AWR
serves as a forum for African opinion on global developments.
Therefore, the way in which Africans see the rest of the world
has been and remains an integral part of the objectives of the
journal. In this light, we see a link between Africa and
developments in the rest of the world. 

ARIB and the concept of development education
Our conception of development education coincides with that
of the DEA in some ways. It is our view that the people of the
world (particularly the poverty-stricken ones) in general, and
of Africa in particular, should know about the issues of
‘poverty and inequality’. They should be aware of the root
causes of poverty and how best they can collectively alleviate
it and promote equality. 

In reference to globalisation and the establishment of a
‘global village’, ARIB feels that from an African perspective,
this concept is even older than the advent of colonialism in
Africa and other parts of the world. Long before colonial rule,
there were links between Africa and European traders, and
there was the heinous slave trade which caused the deaths of

millions of Africans at sea and their enslavement in the so-
called ‘new world’ that is today’s America. 

Contrary to the generally held belief that globalisation has
led to interdependence, some Africans strongly hold that what
is happening is more Northern (or Western) domination of the
South. As in the past, the West constitutes the centre while the
South, particularly Africa, remains a periphery. The birth of
so-called  ‘newly emergent’ nations is more of a myth than a
reality. Africa has always been exploited for the benefits of the
industries of Europe and America.  The fact that people in the
remotest parts of Africa can listen to the commentary of a
football match between Arsenal and Manchester United
through the wireless, and the fact that communication and
travel have improved considerably in the world, do not signify
that the vast majority of the people are benefiting from the
achievements of science and technology. The real
beneficiaries are the few rich people such as Rupert Murdoch,
Bill Gates and others.  

Even if we leave remote Africa aside and turn to Africans
and people of African descent in the Diaspora, the situation
does not change dramatically. For example, in spite of all the
talk about increase in the use of the Internet and the e-mail
system, many of our people in Europe and America are yet to
have access to these things. In essence, despite the big noise
about ‘globalisation’, development is still skewed in favour of
the minority ‘haves’, while the rest do not have. This is the sad
reality of the ‘global village’ in which we all live. In a recent
article by Victoria Brittain and others in The Guardian
(31/1/2000), it was revealed that about 125 million children in
developing countries do not have access to education and 872
million adults are illiterate. They further pointed out that
universal primary education would cost about 5 billion
pounds, the amount spent on arms every four days and about
half of what American parents spend on toys for their children
yearly. As the late Mwalimu Julius Nyerere pointed out,
‘Education is not a way of escaping the country’s [Tanzania]
poverty, it is way of fighting it.’ (ibid) Development education
is therefore a crucial weapon in tackling poverty and
underdevelopment. This is precisely why ARIB has always
attached serious importance to it.

ARIB’s Development Education Activities
Africa World Review
From its first edition till now, the AWR has carried a variety
of articles which broadly explore different aspects of security
and development in Africa. For example, over the years, it has
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covered: NGOs and Development, Women and Development,
Human Rights, Broader Political Participation, Environmental
Degradation, Inter-cultural Understanding, Identity, Conflicts,
North-South Relations, Conflict Management and other issues
relevant to development education. Because many of our
contributors have specialist knowledge, they write very good
articles from both a critical and an African perspective. 

Conferences
Though ARIB has organised many development education
events, for the purpose of this essay, I shall only mention a
few. As far back as 1990, ARIB organised a conference on
‘Perestroika and the People of Africa’, a response to the
radical changes being carried out in the former Soviet Union
and their implications for developments in Africa. Perestroika
culminated in the end of the Cold War, which had turned
Africa into a theatre of proxy wars, causing untold death and
suffering, militarising our societies, creating environmental
crises and grossly affecting national development. With the
end of the Cold War, many African dictators lost the support
of their Western patrons. Once abandoned, their weaknesses
became too glaring. Political adventurists, pirates and highway
robbers, who were acting under the guise of ‘liberators’,
cleverly exploited the vacuum created. The conflicts which
engulfed Africa during the last decade of the 20th century can
partly be explained as a result of the changes in the global
system, with the West no longer protecting its former friends. 

In 1995 ARIB organised a conference on conflicts,
focusing on Liberia, Sierra Leone, Rwanda and other conflict
areas at the time. The event aimed at educating the African-
Caribbean community and others in the UK about the root
causes of these conflicts. It was also an attempt to combat the
cynicism and stereotypes of the UK media about Africa as a
continent of conflicts, hopelessness, hunger and diseases. This
was closely followed by another conference on ‘Mercenaries
in Africa’ in 1997 to highlight the growing phenomenon of
‘private security’ firms in Africa which were getting millions
of dollars for providing security in countries such as Angola
and Sierra Leone. These resources could have gone into
development but they had to be diverted because of the
conflicts that gripped these African states. 

The ‘African Writers in Exile’ conference in 1992 brought
together about 500 participants from Africa, America and
Europe. The idea originated from the experiences of African
people living and working in alien environments as political
exiles or refugees. Most African writers have had to leave
their own countries for fear of repression, harassment and
other forms of insecurity. Therefore, they have had no choice
but to reside abroad. The conference created an environment
for writers in exile to examine experiences and their role in
the transformation of Africa.

Collaboration with GHARWEG 
Since 1999, ARIB has collaborated with GHARWEG1 to
organise a series of lectures and seminars on development

education. These events have proved so successful that at one,
co-organised with the London-based Institute for African
Alternatives (IFAA), some visiting participants from Africa
recommended that similar events be held in the continent.
Like ARIB, GHARWEG works with refugees and migrants in
the UK, providing training in Information Technology and
advice on careers and benefits. Through these GHARWEG-
co-ordinated events, ARIB has organised country-specific
seminars, and encouraged other African organisations to do
the same. For example, in November 1999, the Liberia
Community Organisation organised a workshop on ‘Building
a Secure Post-War Liberia’. From the feedback received, the
event has motivated the Liberian community in London to
think critically about what role it can play in post-conflict
peace building in Liberia.

Development education seminars
In 1999 ARIB convened two seminars on development
education which gave participants the opportunity to discuss
the issues in depth. One was on ‘Building Mechanisms for
Conflict Management in sub-Saharan Africa: the Experience
of ECOWAS in Liberia and Sierra Leone’.2 (One conclusion
was that, while the ECOWAS experience may not have been
an unqualified success, it offered lessons and has implications
for future regional interventions in violent intra-state
conflicts.) The other seminar was on ‘Globalisation and Race
Relations in the 21st Century’, which gave the opportunity to
discuss questions such as: ‘Has globalisation provided human
security to Africans and people of African descent in the
Diaspora? Has globalisation transformed race relations or will
the problem of the 21st century remain the ‘colour line’?’ 

Who benefits from ARIB’s development
education work?
Undoubtedly, a broad spectrum of people has benefited
immensely from the development education work of ARIB
over the past 12 years of its existence: African refugees and
migrants, academics, activists, students of Africa,
practitioners, policy makers and many others from diverse
national backgrounds, including UK citizens. Our journal, the
AWR, is widely distributed in Africa, the USA, Germany, the
Caribbean Islands, the UK and other places. University
libraries from various parts of the world subscribe to it. Our
readers benefit from the well-researched articles, written by
people with considerable knowledge of and experience in their
subject areas.

� Dr. Thomas Jaye is head of ARIB. He has recently
completed a PhD at the Department of International
Politics, University of Wales, Aberystwyth, covering
regional security issues with a particular focus on the
ECOWAS intervention in the Liberian civil war.
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2. ECOWAS stands for Economic Community of West African States.
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1. Initially GHARWEG stood for Ghana Refugee Welfare Group but it is now just
GHARWEG Advice, Training and Careers Centre. The organisation now provides
services to both Ghanaians and non-Ghanaians.


