
The articles in The Development Education Journal (Volume
6.1) raised wide-ranging perspectives on the theme
‘Citizenship education in a global context’, with references
made to ‘globalisation’ and ‘interdependence’. However, these
concepts were not developed sufficiently to create a clear
linkage with the implicit notion of ‘global citizenship’. Of
central importance is whether ‘global citizenship’ is a realistic
proposition. This paper attempts to demonstrate that
‘globalisation’ is already creating ‘global citizens’ and
suggests that citizenship education in a ‘global context’ is
necessary to harness the opportunities and mitigate any
adverse potential of globalisation. 

What constitutes citizenship is cast in most of the theme
articles around rights and responsibilities. The capacity of
individuals to influence the systems in which they live also
emerged as an important issue. For example, Wringe (1999)
argued that citizenship of a community should not be limited
to merely supporting ‘what is undertaken locally but, as time
goes by, to have a part in determining what is done and how it
is to be achieved... to have no such part is to be more a subject
than a citizen and subjects require not citizen education but
schooling in docility.’ Douglas and Wade (1999) made a
similar point in their definition of ‘a global citizen’ as
someone who is ‘aware of the wider world and has a sense of
their own role as a world citizen, respects and values
diversity’. They stressed that a global citizen is ‘outraged by
social injustice, is willing to act to make the world a more
equitable place, takes responsibility for their actions.’
Citizenship education is featured in the articles as a means to
creating awareness that leads to building solidarity for
common action in problem situations, largely social and
economic injustices.  

Definitions of citizenship
The term ‘citizen’ derives from the Latin word civitas for city,
but which ‘signified not merely a resident of a town but a free,
governing member of the state’ (Encarta Encyclopedia 1997).
However, it is important to note that it was in the city that
different languages, religious and cultural groups ‘melted’ into
a single national identity. Today, this has attained a global
perspective, with the outcome that the inhabitants of today’s
city are prototype global citizens. 

The ancient Greek idea of citizenship centred on the ‘right
to participate in both the legislative and judicial functions of
their political community’ (Encarta Encyclopedia 1997). This
was also the case in Rome where two categories of citizens
were recognised: one with ‘rights of citizenship, including the
privilege of voting in the public assembly’ and the other with
additional rights to ‘holding offices of state’. In both ancient

Greece and Rome citizenship was conferred by birth, but
could also be attained by naturalisation. 

The above have remained the pillars of modern citizenship
and have been refined by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights adopted by the UN in 1948. The individual citizen is
subject to laws of the country, and is (in principle) free to
participate fully in the social, political and economic life of
that country. Meanwhile, s/he is entitled to the protection of
the State. However, the practice has been far from perfect in
many countries. Some of these were highlighted in a number
of the theme articles in the previous issue of DEJ. 

The concept of global citizenship 
‘Globalisation’ is stretching the conventional concept of
citizenship. Two seemingly opposite phenomena are pushing
‘citizenship’ towards a global agenda. Firstly, globalisation is
weakening States. This is evident from the trends in their
traditional roles in providing essential services. Although
governments largely maintain responsibility for security, they
are divesting themselves of responsibilities for providing
social and economic services. In most countries today, water,
electricity, transport and telecommunications are provided by
or in partnership with the private sector. Healthcare services
and education are following that trend. The gaps in providing
these services are increasingly filled by community self-help
projects and NGOs. It clearly no longer matters who provides
these services, as long as they are delivered. In short, the State
is increasingly irrelevant to the daily needs of its citizens. 

Secondly, there is a general trend towards greater
international cooperation in technical, economic, social,
cultural and political spheres. This is creating confederations
and unions of States such as the EU, East African Community,
ASEAN, amongst others. The national citizen is increasingly
situated in wider socio-economic and geopolitical settings.
These unions also set up new institutions with powers that
sometimes take precedence over national ones as illustrated by
appeals made by British citizens to EU institutions against
rulings of British institutions.  

The march to global citizenship
A system of international governance exists, notably, the
United Nations created at the end of World War II to promote
peace, justice and development. The General Assembly and
Security Council represent the main institutions of
governance. Its Universal Declaration of Human Rights set
out important principles for the right of the individual and laid
down fundamental guidelines for national and international
codes of governance. The ratification of the Declaration by
most member countries today signifies a significant
convergence in codes of governance and citizenship rights
across the world. 

THE DEBATE MOVES ON
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Citizenship education in a global context 
The last issue of the Journal concerned education for citizenship in a global context. In this first of two articles which
take up some of the issues, Simon Dradri pursues some of the arguments touched on.



Other factors have promoted the process of globalisation
and the march towards global citizenship. Firstly, international
trade is bringing different parts of the world closer. The
national citizen now has access to goods and services from
across the world, accelerated by the geographical spread of
multinationals. The growing demand for foreign products
signifies a degree of convergence in taste, outlook on life and
(probably) cultures. Trade barriers once imposed by
governments to achieve political and economic objectives that
assert national sovereignty are disappearing. The
establishment of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) as the
final arbitrator of international trade disputes now puts the
economic destiny of most nations in the global arena. Thus,
even farmers in remote parts of Africa are now having their
welfare determined on the global market. 

Secondly, improved road, rail, sea and air transport systems
have left no part of the world out of reach. The emergence of
international languages, including English, has broken the
barriers that once existed. These have promoted tourism and
scientific expeditions and generated a tremendous wealth of
information – geographical, political, economic and socio-
cultural – about most parts of the world. In principle,
individuals can travel from any part of the world to anywhere
they choose. This physical possibility advances the tendency
towards global citizenship. However, this optimism is hardly
matched by practice, as industrial countries are increasingly
raising barriers to entry from developing countries – a clear
hindrance to progress towards global citizenship. 

Thirdly, leaps in information technology, especially the
Internet and cellular telephones, have dramatically shrunk
space and time and brought the world closer together.
Information can now be transmitted to any corner of the world
(to many places simultaneously) instantly at the simple touch
of a button. Similarly, information about (and from) any part
of the world can be accessed from the comfort of living
rooms. The general trend is clearly towards the creation of a
global environment and greater interaction. 

Fourthly, powerful coalitions are emerging on a wide range
of global issues. Prominent among them are the voluntary
organisations (Oxfam, Save the Children Fund, ActionAid,
etc.) that are responding to global emergencies and working to
improve living conditions in poor countries. There are also
other specialised organisations such as Amnesty International,
Greenpeace and WWF, amongst others. Their focus of activity
may differ, but they are united by a global agenda
underpinned by a philosophy of common destiny of all the
peoples of the world – i.e. ‘global citizens’. 

The above arguments strongly suggest that far from being
an abstract notion, ‘global citizenship’ is a reality. Its
evolution to the level of present-day ‘national citizenship’ will
undoubtedly be slow, but remains a certainty. 

Consequences of globalisation
Globalisation and the inevitability of the creation of ‘global
citizenship’ will likely create opportunities and some adverse
effects. It will also create ‘gainers’ and ‘losers’. It is the view

here that the magnitude of gains and losses will depend on the
ability (and will) to take deliberate actions to redress any
imbalances. This is where appropriate ‘citizenship education’
in a ‘global context’ can make a significant contribution. 

What then are the effects of benefits and costs of ‘global
citizenship’? It is clearly impossible to enumerate (or estimate
the magnitude of) known and expected effects here. A few
examples will be cited to highlight the general argument. One
positive outcome of globalisation is the greater freedoms it
affords, e.g. freedom of movement and of association. This
creates greater understanding among the world’s peoples,
thereby promoting global security. It is also expected to
promote trade and lead to wealth creation and improvement in
economic and social welfare for the world’s citizens. But these
may lead to adverse consequences such as environmental
degradation due to excessive tourism and unsustainable
exploitation of the world’s resources prompted by economic
competition. The ease of communication and border crossing
may lead to the explosion of international crimes such as drug
trafficking and economic fraud and terrorism.

The benefits of globalisation may also be hijacked by (or
diverted to) a small proportion of the world’s population. This
is highly plausible, given the current state of international
politics and economics. Looking at the main institutions of
international governance today (i.e. UN Security Council), the
imbalance in representation of the regions of the world is
stark. This also applies to the state of the world economy. The
main international financial institutions (World Bank, IMF
and WTO) on which developing countries have no influence
are largely regarded as guardians of the interests of industrial
countries. Little seems to have been done to redress these
imbalances, and there seems little scope for change soon. 

The preceding sections strongly suggest a need for
citizenship education of global appeal. The role of such
education should be to promote awareness and understanding
of the common human heritage and the easy potential to
destroy it. There are areas of global appeal (e.g. environmental
degradation, global warming, terrorism and drug trafficking)
around which consensus on collective action is emerging.
These have the potential of being easily perceived and acting
as a rallying point. Awareness of these broad issues, followed
by why they exist or happen, clearly seem important
ingredients in a system of education of global appeal. This can
lead to change in attitudes (such as greed, prejudice and
discrimination) which lie at the heart of most problems. 
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