
For each issue of the Journal the editorial board invites
people with interest and expertise in the theme to discuss its
potential shape and content. No issue could cover all the
topics raised in these discussions, so we include this
summary to inform readers of the range of ideas put
forward.

The DEA proposed that this issue of the Journal address
the following questions:

� How does development education (DE) engage with the
changing global economy and with the ‘marketisation’
of education?

� What is the impact of a globalising economy on the
content and climate for DE?

� Is it time for DE to engage with business as well as
trade unions?

� What skills and knowledge balance do learners need so
as to become both global social actors and global
economic actors?

The following themes and more detailed questions were
developed from a meeting held at the DEA on 20 September
2006 and expand on those above.

What is the current economic context for
development education (DE)?
� Is DE responding to, or part of, predominant global

economic systems? Is it covering the widest possible
context for economics? Is DE up to date with the
evolution of thinking about the place of ‘traditional’
economics? 

� Tying in economics to social and environmental impacts,
eg. corporate social responsibility, ethical trading,
insurance companies’ early engagement with climate
change.

� Anti-poverty initiatives such as Make Poverty History
and the Millennium Development Goals.

� Tourism is now the world’s ‘largest value economy’. 

� Whose voices are being represented? 

Globalisation – positives and negatives:
� ‘Globalisation’ is taken as read in DE – but there are

different models and patterns – do these need
explaining? The ‘anti-globalisation’ movement is itself
globalised. Are there alternative globalisations? 

� Youth involvement in the global economy as consumers,
eg music, trainers, etc. Is a global monoculture

emerging? The peers of western youth are working in
sweatshops – what kind of global economy do youth
aspire to? 

� Alternative economic models; what about ‘local’
economies such as LETS or how Cuba has managed to
retain a measure of autonomy? Tax is always portrayed
as something you want to avoid, a question of individual
versus collective good. But it can be more positively
seen as a duty, eg tithing, pillar of Islam, Tobin Tax or
switching to ‘green taxes’.

� How to bridge the divide between DE work on
perceptions of migrants and those who feel threatened
by migration and/or job losses caused by (for example)
call centres moving abroad? Impact of migrants on the
classroom. Countering the media coverage of migration:
many migrant and refugee organisations as well as the
TUC have produced briefings unpicking the issues.

Understanding the informal economy: 
� The ‘black economy’; the market’s ‘underbelly’. It might

seem to many to represent what we’re fighting against,
but in some cases the informal economy might be the
only thing keeping a country going. Many working in
the informal economy are highly entrepreneurial and
provide essential services. What is DE doing to develop
our understanding of these issues? 

� A country’s economy might be dependent on child
labour or Economic Protection Zones. To boycott or not
to boycott? What other options are there?

� Bribery can be the basis for an economy. Who is
responsible for a culture of bribery? For many in the
South, bribery is the economic issue they see that most
directly affects their daily lives, not the global trade
system/trade justice or debt relief. What changes need to
be made in global and local governance, corporate,
investment and trading systems to tackle corruption
effectively? What is DE’s role, who should we be
working with?

Business motives:
� How far does/can ‘big business’ (and ‘small business’)

contribute to social development? Is it always ‘NGO =
good, Big business = bad’? What about Corporate
Social Responsibility? How does the profit imperative
impact on social and environmental benefits – are they
mutually exclusive? 
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Economic impact on education:
� To achieve ‘economic well-being’ is one of the five

outcomes of Every Child Matters. Similarly, the DfES
international strategy has economic drivers – are we
‘educating for global dominance’? At adult education
level the focus is on skills and targets – little emphasis
on soft skills – is this really what employers want? How
can DE influence this agenda?

� Globalisation in higher education should be about
mutual learning, but it’s not. It’s about ‘bums on seats’,
ie: income from overseas students, overseas campuses,
and other impacts eg brain drain. 

� To what extent are Development Education Centres
(DECs) market-driven? Changes in the economic
context can kill off a DEC. They may be competing
against each other to get funding. And there is always a
need for a project to be ‘innovative’ in order to attract
funding – how sustainable is this?

The ‘Happiness Index’:
� Impact of globalised advertising and media on people’s

expectations and desires; different ways of perceiving
poverty; absolute versus relative poverty; high
consumption and high personal indebtedness;
downshifting – what is quality of life?

� Big business, eg. Bill Gates, donating money to ‘make
the world a better place’. Is this an impact of
globalisation, or is it due to the decreasing impact of
religion. Or has Mr Gates reached the ‘need for
meaning’ on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs?

Teaching:
� Economy-related topics: agriculture, child labour, fair

trade, globalisation, Labour Behind the Label,
migration, natural resources, poverty, tourism, trade
justice, work/employment, etc 

� The Global Dimension to: enterprise education, business
studies, economics, trade union education, etc.
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Final edition of the DE Journal
This will be the final issue of the DE Journal. The
DEA has come under increased financial pressures
with reduced levels of project funding and in
February/ March 2007 had to restructure, losing
a third of its staff. As a result DEA has had to
review all of its activity. Producing the journal is
very time intensive and therefore unfortunately
DEA does not have the capacity to continue
producing the journal. 

We hope to create accessible reflective spaces
in our other materials and meetings, and will work
with others to try and fill the space left by the
journal. 

Social Justice and Intercultural
Education
an open-ended dialogue
Edited by Ghazala Bhatti, Chris Gaine,
Francesca Gobbo and Yvonne Leeman

This book encapsulates the richness offered by the
discourse of social justice and explores how it is
understood in Europe today and its connection to
intercultural education as interpreted in different parts of
Europe. The rights and responsibilities of local inhabitants
are considered in its light, along with the transmigration
of people and ideas. Drawn from presentations by
European researchers and

scholars at the EERA conferences in Crete 2004 and
Dublin 2005, the issues featured in the book cross the
boundaries of anthropology, sociology, human geography
and the politics of race.

The theoretically informed and empirically grounded
educational research in this collection enhances our
understanding of the ways in which educational and
socio-cultural issues are explored and untangled within
various complex European societies, and highlights the
need for ongoing dialogue between different communities
and societies. It provides an introduction to social justice
and intercultural education for educational researchers,
policy makers, teachers and university students, and will
enhance and extend the knowledge and understanding of
those already experienced in the field.

Dr Ghazala Bhatti teaches at the University of Reading and
is Programme Director of MA Research (Education) and
MA in Inclusive Education.

Dr Chris Gaine is Professor of Applied Social Policy at the
University of Chichester and creator of the race equality
site for children and young people: www.britkid.org

Dr Francesca Gobbo is Professor of Intercultural Education
at the University of Turin and Associate Editor in Chief of
the journal Intercultural Education.

Dr Yvonne Leeman teaches at the Universiteit van
Amsterdam, where she is senior researcher at the SCO-
Kohnstamm Institute, and currently a professor at
Windesheim University, Zwolle.

All have for some years been responsible for the Network
‘Social Justice and Intercultural Education’ at the
European Educational Research Association (EERA).
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