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Prior to the G8 meeting at Gleneagles 2005, the British
media focused on Africa for a number of reasons: Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s Commission for Africa had published
its report, and Bob Geldolf and other celebrities had
organised the Live 8 event in order to raise awareness about
Africa and call for debt cancellation and fair trade.
Campaigns by NGOs and development lobbyists in the UK,
culminating in the year long ‘Make Poverty History’
coalition, also contributed to shaping the British media
agenda. 

Given the significance of these events and the need for an
African intervention, Pan African Development and
Advocacy Programme (PADEAP) organised a one-day event
at the Africa Centre in London under the theme: From Live
Aid to Live 8 – Saving Africa without Africans. This was
one of the global awareness activities funded under the
DEA’s mini grants programme. The morning session brought
together activists to brainstorm about the way in which
Africans in the diaspora could articulate African perspectives
on African issues. This session served as a strategic meeting
that prepared the ground for the public meeting that followed
in the afternoon, during which
participants raised concerns about
the way in which the Live 8 event
was organised, and the methods
adopted by many, who continue to
try and save Africa rather than
fight for Global Justice. 

There has been a shift in the
debate away from only Aid to discuss Trade and Debt but the
habits of using ‘development pornography’ continue. The
way Africa is portrayed in the media and by development
NGOs persists in trying to evoke sympathy for the noble
struggles against poverty waged by the West, in a way that
reinforces the image of Africa and Africans as hopeless and
dependent on handouts. 

How is it defensible that 20 years after Live Aid and all
the changes that Africa and the rest of the world have
witnessed, activities can still be planned and executed
without the visible participation of Africans? Where were
the big or small African artists, musicians, cultural workers,
etc, involved in the Live 8 concert? Did they ask Hugh
Masakela, Miriam Makeba or Femi Kuti? Where was Baaba
Maal? What about Youssou N’dour? What of Yvonne Chaka
Chaka or Angelica Kidjo? Where were the Congolese
Musicians? 

These omissions are not because of ignorance but the
result of a mindset that ‘infantilises’ Africans. We cannot
trust Africans to do anything for themselves including even
telling the world where our shoes are pinching us. That’s
why you see so many well-fed foreign ‘experts’ and
increasingly, their junior African partners, getting huge sums
of money to do poverty assessment and workshops across
Africa. We are not even experts on our own poverty.
Africans are the only people doomed to be perpetual
students of their own condition and further condemned to be
perpetually taught by outsiders as experts, consultants,
activists, defenders or spokespersons!

It may help to stop seeing Africa and Africans as victims
but agents of our own fortunes and misfortunes, even if often
in collaboration or collusion with others. More importantly
the shift should help focus on the structural linkages between
our mass poverty and the riches of the West. So pervasive
has been the humanitarian disaster ideology about Africa
that many westerners do not know that critical components
of their computers, mobile phones, jewellery, motor cars,
museums, and many of their day to day comfort items began

life in Africa as precious metals
and other raw materials. Also
what Africa has given back to the
West in terms of debt servicing
has now quadrupled the total
amount of money given to Europe
under the US Marshall Aid Plan. 
PADEAP advocates a repackaging
of the ‘white man’s burden’

ideology in all forms of development projects, including
development education here in the United Kingdom. The
only way we can reverse this colonial mindset is for us to
relearn the ‘Uhuru’ spirit of doing things for ourselves and
unlearn the mental slavery that makes us so vulnerable to
outsiders. 

Statistically, head for head, there are probably many more
poor people in both India and China yet no western power
dares suggest that they will create a commission for India or
China. While India is seen as being able to solve her
problems China is now feared as a serious global power.
Neither the Chinese nor the Indians will want to be invited
by others to seek solutions to their problems. 

Rather than calling for ‘making poverty history’, what is
required is ‘making impoverishment history’. The problems
facing African people are man-made and thus the need to
talk about impoverishment as opposed to poverty. The issue
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is not about aid but a radical restructuring of the global
capitalist economy in order to promote fair trade and open
the markets up to African economies. 

To follow up from the one-day event, the participants
concretely proposed that PADEAP should organise more
such events to provide alternative discourse on African
development and security issues. They called on PADEAP to
continue to bring together academics, journalists,
development practitioners and others so that a strong
network is built around these issues. Finally, they suggested
that African issues should be highlighted through the

available African media such as Black Entertainment
Network TV, Pambuzuka in order to challenge the notion
that Africa is a hopeless and dependent continent.

An alternative discourse of Africa development is
required in the United Kingdom and Africa. PADEAP will
continue to advocate that Pan Africanism is that ideology for
now and the foreseeable future. 

For further information on PADEAP development
education activities and events please contact
Christine Tominke Olaniyan – email:
tominke@padeap.net 
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Background
AFFORD was established in 1994 to enhance the
contributions that Africans in the diaspora make to Africa’s
development. Africans in the diaspora effectively operate as
an invisible welfare state for African societies. They are
directly involved in building wells, schools, contributing
financially, sharing knowledge and ideas, campaigning,
lobbying and advocating for change back home in Africa.
Despite the fact that most of these contributions are
informal, that is most of it goes to support families or
communities, it was revealed by the
President of Ghana that remittances
traced from Ghanaians in the diaspora
by the Bank of Ghana for 2002
amounted to some $1.3 billion
(‘Kufuor Expresses Gratitude to
Ghanaians Abroad And Asks for
More’, Accra Mail (Accra) February 25 2003). Though there
are no figures to indicate how many Africans in the diaspora
are engaged in Africa’s development, it is important to
mention that the African population in the UK has grown
rapidly, a trend that continues. One in three Londoners (1.8
million people) is now from an ethnic minority. The two
largest minority groups – Indian and Black Caribbean
groups are growing by the smallest amount with the Black
African group set to grow the fastest. Some 80% of the UK
African population is thought to live in the Greater London
region. The Black African group is expected to almost
double in size between 1991 and 2011 (2001 Census).

Based on these facts, it is surprising that until recently
the African diaspora has been invisible in stories and
images associated with Africa’s development, and in the
many narratives attempting to provide understanding of
the challenges facing Africa. Why have these Africans in

the diaspora not played an active and important role in the
creation of images of Africa? What is the starting point,
and what actions can be taken? 

Aiding & Abetting – global image, local
damage?
The ‘Aiding and Abetting – global image, local damage?’
project developed by AFFORD had the broad goal of
challenging popular perceptions in Britain of developing
countries and peoples portrayed by the media and

international aid agencies. It aimed to
explore the meanings and implications
of the connections between Britain and
the developing world, between
diasporas in Britain with roots in
developing countries and those regions
of origin, as well as between diasporas
and contemporary British society. 

Concerns and criticisms that negative images of
peoples from developing countries foster a false insularity
among Britons and reinforce assumptions of western
superiority over poorer, darker peoples were not new.
Neither were attempts to tackle the ‘negative images of
development’ problem through celebrations of ‘positive
images’. However, ‘Aiding and Abetting...’ used a new
approach. A group of leading artists engaged directly with
diaspora groups through workshops, seminars and other
participatory approaches to reflect on their practice that
integrates self-help, arts and culture. Through their
organisations that advance their interests here in the UK
and in their regions of origin, members of these
‘transnational’, connected communities are active authors
of their own destiny. The diaspora groups explored

AFFORD’s experience with the ‘Aiding & Abetting’
project 

Onyekachi Wambu describes work with diaspora communities in Britain to challenge popular perceptions of
developing countries and peoples. He summarises actions which would enable Africans in the diaspora to be more
involved in shaping perceptions of Africa in the West.

Africans in the diaspora
effectively operate as an
invisible welfare state for

African societies.




