
In 1999, Global Dimension Trust (GDT) in Cheltenham
began to look at the possibilities of facilitating closer links
within Gloucestershire between minority ethnic community
groups and local schools. Early research drew experience
from a programme developed by Aylesbury DEC that had
trained women from the local Hindu community to run
sessions in the school classroom. In April 2000, GDT
obtained a 3-year DFID grant and began its ‘Developing
Images of India’ programme, which focussed on equipping
trainees from India with skills to work in the classroom. 

India is a diverse country with many religions, although
around 80% are Hindu. Our first group of women from
Cheltenham were all Hindu and, although not intended, the
focus of the first group became Hinduism rather than India
as a whole. This was also in part due to the fact that most
participants in the original group came from East Africa and
Hinduism was the common factor. The sessions were
extremely popular with schools, particularly in the more
rural areas where it is difficult to meet with people from
different ethnic backgrounds.

In 2003, it had become impossible to meet demand by the
schools: some Role Models, as they had named themselves,
had moved away or had other constraints on their time. It
was clear that more people needed to be brought into the
programme. 

Fortunately, the Summerfield Charitable Trust provided
the necessary financing to train a further group of Role
Models. This time the Indian Muslim community became
involved and this is when the project was renamed Sharing
Communities. Not only were Role Models sharing their
culture with school children, but were learning from each
other about their respective faiths and cultures. We now held
three social evenings for the Role Models to share and to
learn from each other about religion and daily life as well as
to up-date and develop the workshops. These meetings were
at various venues including at a Hindu home and a Muslim
home and remain at three per year.

In Gloucestershire there is also a large Bangladeshi
Community and in 2004 GDT again approached The
Summerfield Charitable Trust for funding to extend the
programme to this community. There is now a very active
Bangladeshi group, who are active both within their own
community and in the Sharing Communities project.

The aim of the Sharing Communities programme is not
only to bring a little understanding to school children of the
wide diversity of our Gloucestershire population, but also to
gain greater understanding and create lasting friendships
between the different ethnic/faith groups of the programme

and also the wider community. GDT has also received
interest in the programme from members of the East African
and Chinese communities and are hoping to include these
communities in the programme in the near future. 

All the women who have been involved are positive about
the programme and below are some of their comments:

We got involved with Global Dimension Trust through our local

school where we take our children. We were told that a lady

called Louise Middleton was looking for a Bengali group to go

into schools to show and talk about our Bengali culture. The

visits would be once a month or maybe once a week if we were

busy. They would be optional.

We attended a training course run by Global Dimension Trust

where we put together a two hour workshop session and when

one woman, Shajeda went to Bangladesh she brought artefacts

back for us to use in the classroom.

We, as Role Model teachers, have been given opportunities to go

into school and other events to show our own culture to those

who are aware of the Asian community and this helps us to be

confident expressing our culture and country to others who are

unaware of these Asian communities. It gives us a break from

the home and work environment to socialise with other

communities and schools.

Not only do we go into schools, but as part of the Sharing

Communities community we meet women from India and we will

meet with people from East Africa and possibly China as the

project expands. We have a great time learning and sharing

about each others’ culture and we have made some good friends

with people we wouldn’t normally meet.

Rubi Begum, Shelina Ali, Hasnara Ahmed, Shajeda Wahed,
founder members of the Bangladesh Mohila Shamity,
Gloucester Group and winners of an achievement award at
the annual awards for the voluntary sector in Barton, Matson
and White City, Gloucester in March 2006. 

This project was started in March 2001 with a group of Hindu

ladies, with no teaching background, getting together with a

desire to make Gloucestershire children aware of the Hindu

culture.

We collected all the artefacts and clothes from our homes and

started with one box, which has now become 5 boxes. Initially,

we were afraid of standing in front of the classroom to talk but

with experience, we have now geared it to suit the age of the

children and the knowledge they already have. We have a lot of

enthusiasm to tell everything to the children on how we

celebrate our festivals such as Diwali, what food we cook,

different languages spoken in India and different aspects of
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Sharing Communities

Louise Middleton details the evolution of a UK project designed to facilitate links between minority ethnic
community groups and local schools. Rubi Begum, Shelina Ali, Hasnara Ahmed, Shajeda Wahed, Daxa
Mehta and Mumtaz Razvi describe their experiences of working with the schools and each other.



religion. Our artefacts box is bursting with some beautiful

resources, which the children have not seen before, and it is

such a wonderful occasion to talk about everything that we

display on the table. 

We start our session with the artefacts and general information

on India. This is followed by the workshops that the schools may

have requested. The choice of workshops is Henna painting,

Indian folk dancing, Gujarati language taster, Indian cookery

demonstration, and Indian clothes demonstration. 

I have been with this project from 2001 and the great

satisfaction that I get is the smile on the children’s faces at the

end of the workshop when they have learnt ‘something

different’. The evaluation from the schools makes it so

worthwhile that you feel that you want to give a flavour of India

to as many children as you can. The schools have been able to

use part of our work towards the application of International

Schools Award scheme. 

Daxa Mehta, Finance Officer, International Education Office

I am a Muslim and came in this country at the age of five in

1965. My origin is Indian, I was born in the city of Surat which

is in Gujarat. I first knew about Global Dimension from my

local family centre in Gloucester. I found it very wonderful to be

able to take a little bit of the taste, flavour and colour of India

to schools, so that children can actually see and meet someone

from India, rather than just to read and see pictures in a

textbook. And also taste the fruit and food which they might not

have tasted before and get a chance to try on Indian clothes.

I met the other RMTs at a meeting we had in Cheltenham. A few

of them are from Africa. There are seven of us in the Indian

group: four are Hindus and the rest Muslim. By working

together over the last few years, we have become good friends

and we have also learned a lot from each other’s religion and

culture/traditions.

Mumtaz Razvi, member of the GDT Board of Trustees.

Louise Middleton is the Education Officer at Global
Dimension Trust, Cheltenham, UK and is the coordinator
of the Sharing Communities Project.
www.globaldimensiontrust.org
info@globaldimensiontrust.org
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