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RE-viewing the World is an innovative Media Studies Project
for schools in the North East of England, created in July
2005 by the Centre for Global Education. The Centre, based
in York, has been working with teachers and student teachers
on global education projects since 1982. This new project
runs for three years and is funded by the Department of
International Development (DFID). Margot Brown, the
Centre and Project Coordinator, explains, ‘Our aim is to
work with teachers of media studies and English in
secondary schools to incorporate development and global
issues into their schemes of work.’ 

Q: How did the project come about?

MB: I thought of creating a media project for schools after
reading a number of reports evaluating how the media
influences young people’s view of the developing world. The
2005 MORI report (DFID 2005) states that young people in
England and Wales rely on TV for most of their knowledge
of the world – 80% of them said this was their main source.
A survey by DEFY in Ireland (McDonnell and Wegimont
2000) found that most young people there believe in the
accuracy of TV news and rarely question if it gives the full
picture. We realised that the great majority of young people
in this country believe that the media present a fair picture of
what is happening in countries of the South.

These findings were in sharp contrast with the reality, as the
DFID report Viewing the World concluded in 2000. It argued
that TV does not give good accurate or even balanced
coverage of development issues; on the contrary, the quality
and quantity of the coverage is inadequate and can often
distort reality.

Q: So you are inviting Media Studies teachers to extend the
range of their teaching? 

MB: Yes. There is great potential for Media Studies to use
issues of development in media analysis. Unfortunately,
there is still insufficient material or support for teachers who
wish to include global issues in their media studies courses –
and this is where we come in: we work with teachers to
develop these resources.

In fact, RE-viewing the World is not just aimed at media
studies teachers; we also involve teachers of English, PGCE
tutors, trainee teachers and media professionals, because
global issues impact them all.

Q: Isn’t there a risk that adding the global dimension to
media studies could overburden teachers who already have a
heavy workload?

MB: We believe that global issues should not be treated as
an add-on or an after-thought in the classroom. We are aware
that teachers are already overstretched and our approach is to
integrate global perspectives into existing schemes of work. 

Q: How does the project work in practice?

MB: We are working with ten schools in two Enabling
Effective Support (EES) regions: Yorkshire and Humber and
the North East. Our first priority was to identify what they
needed and then work together to develop relevant activities.
It is an added advantage to have the support of the two EES
regions and the expertise of the North East coordinator as
part of the Advisory Group. In later phases we will work
with a wider range of organisations, including NATE
(National Association of Teachers of English) in the North
East, and more schools within the two regions to develop the
work further. We will continue our work with PGCE tutors
of English in universities in both regions to introduce
elements of this project into their courses. By the end of the
three years, we will have produced and trialled a series of
global dimension activities, created web pages and a CD
Rom.

Q: Where do you get the material you use with the teachers?

MB: We work with the media used by young people. In
addition, we use sources of a more global nature such as The
New Internationalist, our own resources at the Centre and
useful websites that offer primary sources from a range of
countries of the South. At the moment we are also using
UNICEF’s very challenging video More Precious Than
Gold. We also create our own activities that are trialled and
amended by the project teachers. 

Q: What activities and workshops have you developed so
far?

MB: The teachers we are working with have chosen to focus
on the themes of poverty, human rights and conflict. They
have already tested a number of media activities with a
global dimension in their classrooms. The ‘Double Compass
Rose’ activity developed by the South Yorkshire DEC and
written about in an earlier issue of the Journal (Unwin
2002), challenges the way we look at newspaper images
from the South. It also provides a framework of structured
questions and viewpoints to guide discussions among the
students themselves. The starting point for another activity
was a Guardian photograph, taken in October 2005, of two
African youths using a mobile phone in an improvised
‘kiosk’ in rural Kenya. It examines how mobile phone
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communication is changing the lives of people in sub-
Saharan Africa. 

We are harnessing the key skills which pupils are already
using – reading, speaking, listening, original writing, role
play and drama – but with a global focus. We also facilitate
classes to make short radio and video programmes.

Q: What impact has the project had so far on teachers and
pupils?

MB: It’s early days yet, as we have only been working with
schools since September; however, we’ve had a lot of interest
in the project. The Media Studies teachers are very
enthusiastic. Our regular Twilight Sessions and Regional
Days provide the space for teachers to swap and develop
activities they have already used, and adapt materials to suit
their topics and groups.

There are more ideas, activities and workshops in the
pipeline. Pupils are starting to reap the benefits as they try
the activities in class. Recently we worked with A-level
pupils in Harrogate High School, helping them with radio
presentation skills for an audio project about who controls
the media. The session left them feeling more confident and
empowered, with a clearer idea of how they can use the
medium of radio to investigate global issues.

Q: Have you encountered any problems while setting up the
project?

MB: The main problem is the reality of meeting up with
busy teachers, and getting them together three times a term –

but we always knew this was going to be difficult. For
instance, some teachers could not make the original launch
back in July. However, they have now managed to catch up
with us. One York teacher, told us: ‘From when I first heard
about the project, I felt it would be exciting to get involved,
but other constraints got in the way. I am glad we have
finally managed to meet up and discuss the next steps and
have appreciated the team’s flexible approach. As a new
Media Studies teacher I have lots of ideas I want to work on,
and it looks like the Project will give me the space and
support to realise them.’

Q: What would you say you have learned in the process?

MB: That we are tapping into a real need which we
identified when the project was originally formulated. We’ve
also learnt that the enthusiasm and passion that teachers have
brought to the project can be an inspiration to us, urging us
to think more creatively. Finally, because none of us are full
time teachers, we are having to learn to be more flexible and
sensitive to school commitments and the constraints on
teachers.

You could say that together we are now taking ‘a fresh look
at re-viewing the world.’

References
DFID (July 2000) Viewing the World – A Study of British television
coverage of developing countries
DFID (January – March 2005) A Research Study Among 11-16 Year
Olds on behalf of DFID. MORI Schools Omnibus 2005 (Wave 11)
McDonnell, I and Wegimont, L (2002) Research Series No. 1 June 2000
Trends in Irish Youth Opinion on Development and Justice Issues, DEFY
Unwin R (2002) ‘Using a double-layered compass rose to explore
September 11 and its aftermath’ The Development Education Journal,
Vol 9.1, pp23-24

Useful Websites for Media Studies with a global
perspective
OXFAM’s ‘Cool Planet’ offers one of the broadest sites to connect to
global issues. www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/teachers/globciti/index.htm
The Amnesty International teachers network (TAN) is free to
join. Their current website has useful material on media and human
rights. www.amnesty.org.uk/action/tan/index.shtml
The Global Gateway will also help with teaching resources.
www.globalgateway.org.uk
Citizenship education Entry point for teachers and educators keen to
explore the global dimension of teaching. www.citizenship-global.org.uk/

The core team includes the authors of this article:
Richard Thurley, an ex-English teacher with a
passion for using global film and documentary to
challenge misrepresentation in news and media and
Jenny Zobel who has lived in Senegal and has
produced radio programmes for the BBC World
Service. 

Margot and Jenny (standing) in a lively discussion with teachers at the
Teesside One World Centre. Photo: Richard Thurley




