
Each time I assist with my wife’s Traidcraft stall at church or
at a special event at least one person will wave away their
change with ‘No, keep the change - put it into the funds’. We
do just that by making regular donations from the money we
raise by running the stall to Traidcraft Exchange, the
charitable arm of Traidcraft, so why should I be concerned
about the implications of this generosity?

As an educationalist who has spent many years advising
schools and others on educational matters, I have become
used to listening to the sub-text of what people are saying to
me. In this particular case it seems to me that the subtext is
highlighting a significant problem for development
education within the faith
communities and possibly the
public more widely.

The people buying goods
from our stall are well disposed
towards the needs of those in the
third world and want to help, however they seem to be
locked into the assumption that the way to help is through
charitable giving. They appear to view their purchase of
fairly traded tea and coffee as part of their charitable giving,
similar to making a contribution to Christian Aid Week or a
response to a disaster appeal. They do not seem to perceive
that choosing to buy fairly traded goods wherever possible
and declining to buy goods produced or marketed by
companies that exploit their workers, is a commitment to a
particular choice of life style. 

Now I am not being critical of our customers. What I am
doing, as an educationalist, is identifying an educational
task. We need to find ways to educate members of faith
communities about trade justice and the power that is
available to make a difference if more people would become
more aware of the implications for the producers of how and
on what they chose to spend their money.

Faith communities are a significant part of the structure
of civil society, for example the Church of England is one of
the biggest employers of Youth workers. The activities
organised within the premises provided by churches and
other faith communities involve far more people than the
statistics of attendance at church services suggest. While this
article focuses on issues for Christian churches specifically
and by implication other faith communities, some of the
issues discussed may be generally applicable to civil society
as a whole.

It is clear that, in our area at least, the work being done
on world development issues in schools is having an impact

on the young. The young people in our church and from
local schools are very committed to these issues; some of
them came in our coach to the rally for trade justice at
Brighton last autumn, and if we are prevented from running
a Traidcraft stall one month they will do it for us. They are
keen and informed supporters. The challenge is to help their
parents’, grandparents’ and great grandparents’ generations
catch up with their understanding of the issue.

This is not a simple task for at least five reasons.

1. There are some adults who will respond with prejudice
against Fair Trade goods, born out of early experience or
misunderstandings and typified by statements like ‘I

tried that type of coffee years
ago and it was horrid’  or ‘I
know what you mean - badly
made craft items that fall apart
as soon as you get them home’.
Some of these comments do

have a basis in fact. Fairly Traded goods must be of
good quality and quality control has to be rigorous, but
these days that is usually the case and indeed often the
crafts and all of the food products are of high quality, if
only people will try them now.

2. There are some who see the whole issue as being
‘political’ and believe some politicians when they tell
them that faith and politics should be kept apart.
Choosing how you live your life and spend your money
is at heart a political act, not a party political act, but an
act of policy in public. In choosing to be members of a
faith community, people stand for what they believe, so
it should not be alien to extend that stand to the way in
which they choose to use their power as purchasers.

3. It is not clear how a programme of education for
members of faith communities about trade justice and
wider world development issues could be delivered or
by whom. The major faith groups and denominations
have different structures for organising their adult
education activities and many congregations and local
groups are quite autonomous in their decisions about the
educational work that they will do within their own
community. Local faith leaders are over burdened and
are bombarded by suggestions and demands that they
speak to their congregations on this or that topic, despite
the fact that it should be clear that they cannot be
expected to be experts on everything.
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‘Keep the change’: the challenge of trade versus
charity

David Lankshear highlights the need to clarify the difference between charity and trade justice in the minds of
more people, within faith communities and in civil society as a whole. He reflects on the barriers to achieving this
and suggests some strategies to overcome them.
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of fairly traded tea and coffee as part

of their charitable giving



THEME ARTICLE

The Development Education Journal Volume 12 Number 1 2005 • 31

4. Any attempt to provide widespread education to the
adult community in the principles of trade justice and
world development would have to deal both with the
vested interests in the commercial world, that wish to
retain the current position, and also with the
misrepresentation that persists on the issues and the
potential solutions.

5. In many of the local faith communities there are already
a small number of people who are knowledgeable and
committed to these issues. They are a great strength for
their local community and the key supporters for any
further development. However there are problems
because they are probably very busy and they may have
become the representative or token activist on world
development or trade justice issues for their community.
While their work and commitment must not be lost, it is
the others members of
that community whose
understanding needs to be
deepened.

If these are some of the
problems what strategies could
be proposed? 

None of the problems are
insurmountable, but they do
need as much thought and work as is currently devoted to
the work in schools or into maintaining the levels of
charitable giving within faith communities or civil society as
a whole, to relieve suffering, neither of which should be
sacrificed to develop this work. 

‘Make Poverty History’ is a slogan that has generated
significant action and support this year, when the UK is in
such a significant position of influence in world affairs.
Perhaps the next big focus should be aimed at changing the
behaviour of individuals in their shopping. Properly targeted,
such a campaign should find a good response from within
the faith groups. This ‘macro level’ approach would need to
be supported by increasing the capacity of Development

Education Centres to develop work in the faith communities
specifically and community groups as a whole so people
doing work locally, such as running Traidcraft stalls in local
churches, can draw on materials of high quality to explain
the issues clearly and quickly. World development centres
could not only provide materials in this area but also identify
and develop the skills of individuals who could be of
practical help and support. From these beginnings a locally
based programme of educational activities for faith
communities could grow.

If this happened we would begin to clarify the difference
between charity and trade justice in the minds of more
people. In the long run perhaps we would get to the point
when the need for stalls at the back of churches would
disappear, as members of faith communities stimulated the
supermarkets to stock an increasingly diverse range of fairly
traded products and to be clear in all their labelling about the

sourcing of their goods. This
could only be achieved if the
people who currently use
‘pester power’ to persuade
local retail outlets to stock
such goods are actively
supported by others in the
community who will purchase

goods with the fair trade mark whenever they are available.
That would be good for world development, good for

suppliers and would enable my wife to retire from running
the Traidcraft stall, before I become too old to carry the
boxes for her.
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... the need for stalls at the back of
churches would disappear, as members

of faith communities stimulated the
supermarkets to stock an increasingly

diverse range of fairly traded products... 
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