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The Global News Project

Andrew Bell reflects on the first two years of a Devon Development Education project which aims to use on-line
news services as a key resource for addressing issues of global citizenship in UK secondary schools.

Given the wide range, and often questionable validity, of
information provided through the Internet it is vital that young
people develop the skills to navigate critically through the
information available to them. It is also important they
become aware of where to obtain quality information and
differing perspectives on global and development issues. 

As with traditional press and media, young people need to
ask from whose perspective the story or information is told;
whose voices are heard, and whose are absent. Ultimately
young people need to be encouraged to turn a passive
relationship with media into an active, critical engagement. 

This was the basic rationale behind Global News, a three
year project aiming to use on-line English language news
services as a key resource to help develop critical thinking and
questioning skills about both the media itself and key global
issues. 

The Internet is not currently the major source of news or
information on global issues for young people but it is an
increasingly important one. A MORI survey carried out in
2003 among 11-16 year olds in England and Wales found that
most young people still find out about global issues and the
developing world from the TV, with 93% saying they found
out about such issues from TV news and 49% from children’s
TV programmes or other TV or radio programmes; 72% said
they used newspapers or magazines. Just 40% said that they
find out about global issues and the developing world from
the Internet, but this figure was up 10% from 2001. 

One of the great strengths of the Internet is that it can now
provide all these sources in a single medium. Many sites
contain video clips of news, audio reports and photos and
many news sites are actually on-line versions of newspapers.
Therefore, the ability of the Internet to provide news in a
variety of formats gives it enormous potential among young
people. But how successful is this in practice?

Experience with Global News suggests that the concept of
using on-line news services has its problems. It has been
difficult to find quality news on development and global
issues written in student-friendly language. The issues
themselves tend to be complex and quality reports on the
issues often assume previous knowledge or are written in
language that is difficult for young people to access. There are
a few exceptions, including CBBC Newsround and Children’s
Express, but the issue of how and where global issues are
reported has necessitated a reevaluation of the activities with
more direction towards specific articles/sites and less
‘searching’ of news sites than was originally envisaged. It was
also decided, in consultation with teachers early on in the
project, that given the complexities involved in global news
stories/issues, the concept was more appropriate to Key Stage

4 and Post 16 than to Key Stage 3 (KS3). However, given that
it is often KS3 teachers who are looking for ideas for teaching
citizenship, the programme and some of the activities have
been adapted/simplified to meet the requirements for KS3.  

Another issue facing the project has been a conflict over
aims. Should Global News primarily try to help young people
to develop critical thinking skills about the media itself –
exploring issues such as bias, stereotyping, distorting views of
the developing world, etc – or use on-line media to help young
people learn more about global issues/development? Initially,
the activities developed for the project attempted to meet both
these aims, but teachers reported that this was confusing and
that it would be more helpful for activities to focus on one or
the other. So the programme has been revised and activities
now fall into two broad categories: ‘exploring the media’
activities and ‘exploring global issues’ activities. 

So, how successful has the project been at encouraging
schools to become involved in the project? Like many
Development Education projects, Global News set out with
ambitious plans: it would ‘recruit’ at least eight schools a year
across Devon, ‘implement a programme’ in these schools and
provide INSET sessions to help schools implement this
programme. As Global News enters its third year, we have yet
to achieve eight ‘recruited’ schools, in total; yet to ‘implement
a programme’ in any school; and yet to have any school attend
or sign up to an INSET session. This despite the heavy
publicity the project has received locally.

However, some important lessons have been learnt along
the way about the challenges faced by small Development
Education projects and how such a project can be more
effective. It has also provided insights into how schools are
implementing the Citizenship curriculum and the barriers and
opportunities raised by this.  

Schools have many conflicting agendas and pressures
created by the curriculum. This tends to leave projects like
Global News on the ‘fringe’ or as a potential ‘dip-in resource’
rather than being fully incorporated into teaching
programmes. For some schools, Global News fits well into
addressing ‘the significance of the media in society’ or ‘the
world as a global community’ strands of the Citizenship
curriculum. For other schools however, that deliver Citizenship
through or alongside other subjects, such as Personal, Social
and Health education, it is often less easy to adapt their
programmes to incorporate Global News. 

There are also many initiatives and projects competing for
schools’ time and commitment. Many of these are better
funded and better recognised than Global News. This is one
reason why it was decided to adopt the skills-based Get
Global! process (see References) and apply it to Global News.
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Information Communications Technology (ICT) has not just
fuelled globalization. It has also, in careful and creative
hands, enabled the development of some very effective
personalized and localized experiences. This is particularly
true in the area of adult learning. 

NIACE has been working with the Learning and Skills
Council (LSC) to lead in a programme to promote the use of
Information Communication Technology (ICT) in Adult and
Community Learning (ACL). Developing e-learning for adult
part-time learners has particular challenges. Adult learning
provision is often based in outreach locations or borrowed
buildings where access to equipment is very patchy and the
learners arrive with widely varying experience in the use of
technology. 

Innovative e-learning projects
The LSC programme includes a range of measures including
support for infrastructure and an E-Guides staff training
programme. A particularly creative part of the strategy has
been the funding for innovative and experimental projects
using Technology to Enhance Adult Community Learning
(spawning the acronym TrEACL!) 

A total of 55 projects were funded in Rounds 1 and 2
(2003-4 and 2004-5), including activities such as developing
online quizzes using simple free software called Hot Potatoes;
an online course in Permaculture; use of simple digital
cameras to record learner progress; use of iPods with blind
learners; use of online web logs (blogs) for learners to post
their work. (Source www.aclearn.net). Other emerging

Getting ‘stuck-in’ to the right kinds of technology

Alastair Clark suggests that simple, low-cost technology can be most effective in developing e-learning.

This has helped to ground Global News in a successful,
nationally recognised active citizenship process. 

The old adage about finding schools where teachers are
committed to the global dimension or where the school ethos
encourages such a dimension
through international links, etc. has
also held true. Schools that have
become involved in Global News
have invariably done so because a
teacher is aware of the value of
incorporating a strong global
dimension to the teaching of
Citizenship, IT or Geography.  

Overall, there has necessarily been a reduced focus on
‘recruiting schools’ to a ‘programme’ and instead adopting a
more flexible approach. Schools are being provided with a
variety of suggestions on how to use Global News: as a
concept – using on-line news services as a resource to help
students develop media and political literacy skills, critical
thinking skills and inspire ideas for positive action; as a
process/methodology – encouraging schools to use the Get
Global! student-led, skills-based, critical enquiry approach to
active citizenship; and for ready-to-use classroom activities
designed for KS3, KS4 and Post 16. 

The project has provided opportunities to work with
schools in Devon, though not necessarily in ways that were
originally envisaged. Rather than schools meeting the agenda
of Global News, the project has had to adapt and provide
support to schools in ways which meet their own agendas.
This has often translated as providing information, resources
and workshops on key global issues such as trade. However,
because of this, the project has helped to raise the profile of
Devon Development Education generally and increased
awareness of what the organisation has to offer. 

Perhaps most importantly, because the Global News project
is based around a website and use of the Internet, there is
actually no need to ‘recruit’ schools. The site can be used as a
portal site to discover and link to useful international news

sites and teaching resources; as a
‘dip-in’ resource for ready-to-use
activities; to spark ideas on how to
use on-line media in the classroom
and of course, for some schools, as a
site that offers a programme in
Citizenship education. Furthermore
because the Global News website is
so central to the whole project,

Global News is not limited to Devon, but can be promoted
and used nationally. 
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