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Miriam: Faith based organisations have made a major
contribution to DE practice over the years but my research
looked more broadly at the relationship between faiths in
general and DE. I found that the aims of faith based
education, with a strong values base, share much in common
with DE but that the language and terminology used within
the faiths is different from that of DE organisations. This has
a number of implications including the lack of recognition
by some faith groups that DE is relevant to them. I would
see promoting a common language between DE and the
values based education promoted by many faiths as a key
objective for the DEA. My research
also identified that a great deal of
DE work happening at local level is
supported and often instigated by
individual faiths or ecumenically
based organisations. 

Imran: Islamic Relief felt we
couldn’t engage in advocacy in the
same way that some other agencies
do because if we engaged in what
was perceived as radical campaigning, it could be seen as
fulfilling people’s stereotype of Muslims as all being radical
fanatics. So we have started work in DE, which has become
a major part of our advocacy work. We passionately want to
see change, but we know this needs to be done in a calm and
reasonable way. We need to recognise that when many
people hear the words ‘Muslim’ and ‘Islam’, negativity is
triggered. We are working against a background of ignorance
of Islam and of the way the world is going. This may lead to
prejudice that can lead to tension which may spill over into
violence. How do we address this? As Muslims we are
concerned that in the UK people are growing up in parallel
cultures with very little interaction. Our key DE strategy is
interaction. It is no good pumping out resources unless there
are trained people to use the material and there is interaction
with others.

Our faith requires us to consider our neighbour and DE
requires us to think about seeing other people on the planet
as our neighbours. Issues we have identified that we need to
engage with are the environment, rights, Aids, water, and the
family. The family is the building block of society and its
disintegration can lead to anti social behaviour, so there is a
need to look at family values. Is this not an area that we have
in common with other faiths?

The goal of our DE work is to highlight shared values, which
may then make partnership between communities more
possible. Ignorance of common values partly stems from
people’s ignorance of their own faith values, and this is sadly
often the case with much of today’s youth, including many
young Muslims. And ignorance is in danger of exposing
people to radicalism. 

Jo: One of the tenets of the Catholic faith and the Christian
Gospels is that justice, aimed at liberation for all, is an
essential expression of Christian love. The Catholic Church,
in its statements throughout the years has stated how it must

bear witness to justice through its
own lifestyle, education, work and
international action. Effectively, if
you are not concerned about justice
at a global and local scale, you are
not fully Christian or a Catholic. As
CAFOD has developed over the
years, love your neighbour, justice,
the church as a universal church and
living in an interdependent world

naturally leads onto DE. We also have a developed body of
teaching known as Catholic Social Teaching which is rich in
guidance on the link with faith and interaction with the
world and societal development.

CAFOD is directly linked to over 2,000 Catholic primary
and secondary schools. We provide resources and support
direct work in schools and also engage at a national policy
level, looking at the global dimension and justice
perspective. We also have a long history of working to
develop education with Catholic youth work networks.
Christianity and education go hand in hand. In parishes
throughout England, informal education around justice and
global issues takes place with adults. CAFOD also supports
a network of Justice and Peace Groups around the country. A
recent survey on evangelisation in the Catholic church
highlighted that 73% of Catholic parishes showed concern
for important global and social issues. The majority felt that
they were moderately concerned, but 34.5% of parishes felt
that they were very much or extremely engaged with these
issues. Many parishes associated CAFOD with the way in
which they engage with the needs of the world, but this may
be simply to do with a charitable approach. However, a
significant proportion of parishes noted that engagement
with CAFOD has most fostered a sense of the Gospel. To
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The goal of our DE work is
to highlight shared values,

which may then make
partnership between

communities more possible.



communicate, we need to use language that engages people,
which makes connections to their lives but is also linked to
the global common good. CAFOD acts as a broker between
the development and the faith worlds, emphasising justice
and peace. 

Imran: For many, the word ‘charity’ gives the impression
that whilst someone is giving, someone else ought to feel
grateful. The work of charity should, instead, be about
justice. In Islam, everyone is expected to give 2 1/2% of his
or her annual excess income from a sense of justice. And for
people of no faith, especially young people, there is often a
sense of justice. Desire for justice might well, therefore, be
the common ground within DE.

Robert: For a number of years Christian Aid has used a
predominantly secular language with justice and the
eradication of poverty at its heart. Although firmly rooted in
the British churches and Christian tradition, Christian Aid
wants to move beyond the churches to a wider audience.

Joe: The Volunteer Missionary Movement has a history of
working in DE but it has not been a major focus in the last
few years. However, we now want to re-engage in the
process of bringing a global perspective to our faith
communities in the UK and we see our returned volunteers
as a tremendous resource in this respect. Language need not
be a problem. Jesus said that he had come so that all may
have life, life in its fullness. Christianity is all about human
flourishing. Anything that prevents this has to be challenged.
Liberation theology is rooted in the radical transformation of
this world and the distinction between the religious and
secular is broken down. Confronting unjust economic and
political issues is as much a part of Christian life as
confronting one’s own internal shortcomings. So when we
speak with church-based groups there is no need to make
any distinctions between the religious and the secular – if the
goal of our endeavours is human flourishing, where human
dignity is upheld and advanced, this is a deeply religious
endeavour whether it is couched in religious language or not.
DE that aims to change positively our perception,
perspective and awareness of others is fundamental to the
building of just societies (societies in which right
relationships flourish) and is thus central to Christianity.  

Kevin: The roots of Methodist Relief and Development
Fund (MRDF) like others mentioned came out of people in
the Methodist Church wanting to respond to emergencies.
This led to the development of our campaigning work. One
of the wonderful things about Methodism is the way it seeks
to engage people in their faith seven days a week. People
want to engage in the process of development and DE.
MRDF has an expanding schools programme that is about
supporting schools which have a link with Methodism.
Secondly we actively engage in the issues by producing
resources, developing a website and speaking at events.
Finally we act as a grant provider to DE bodies, mostly
secular, who can engage with our constituents.

Ramesh: Hindu Aid is a relatively new organisation.
Development and human dignity are firmly part of
Hinduism. There is no concept of ‘the other’. Hinduism has
a broad world view with a high focus on service to humanity,
which for us is a service to God. With these views, it is not
surprising that Hindus have been engaged with development,
although often in an informal and uncoordinated manner. As
a result of our work on emergency relief after recent
earthquakes in India, we found that we need to understand
issues more and engage in matters in a more strategic way.
Therefore we are going to focus on DE and sustainable
development. For example in relation to India, we feel that
too much emphasis has been put on relief and not enough on
development.

Hindu Aid has developed a partnership with DFID and, like
a number of the faith groups, has produced a 2015
millennium development goals booklet to build awareness
within our community. We are following this publication
with a roadshow. A big cultural thing in Hinduism is that we
have large festivals, attended by thousands of people. We
will set stands at these festivals. Finally we are going into
partnership with the Oxford Centre for Hindu studies, an
academic body, to try to develop courses. 

Miriam: Listening to everyone, a lot of the language used in
DE is values based. There may be more of a commonality
than we think. Is our values base what we bring specifically
to DE?

Phyllis: Is that putting DE in front of the faith based angle?
Is the message DE and not the faith perspective? 

Joe: It depends on the audience. Until we bridge the gap
between secular and religious language, lets not allow
language to get in the way of communicating ideas that will
enable greater understanding to take place.

Miriam: Where it seems to be a problem is at the local level
– a group doing DE but talking in a faith language and as a
consequence finding it difficult to get funding. We need to
recognise that we often use different languages between
faiths and as a consequence miss opportunities for
partnership and collaboration.

Phyllis: Within faiths, the global is integral. It is when others
want to access their work that language becomes an issue.

Imran: There is an immediacy of understanding amongst
people who are motivated by faith – a realisation that it is in
one’s own spiritual interest to work for the betterment of the
world. What does ‘development’ mean? If it is just a linear
materialistic progression for all, then will this not just lead to
the burning up of the world’s resources? If, on the other
hand, development includes an inward nurturing, then let’s
explore that further. 

Ramesh: There are two types of motivation – one is to
purify oneself, the other is to purify others by converting
them by development work. The second part causes more
boundaries: the ideal situation is to work on the first.
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Jo: We need to think about what we mean by DE within our
values. CAFOD has had a big debate about the Millennium
Development Goals. We need to have more than the MDGs
as part of our vision – we have a story to tell which is about
every human being having the opportunity to live life to its
fullest in a world where we respect the earth and each other.

Phyllis: Going back to the ultimate goal, what is the picture
of the world we are working towards – we represent a range
and there are hundreds of other perspectives – and how do
we translate this into our individual goals relating to DE?

Miriam: People probably wouldn’t use the word goal but as
an individuals we might use phrases like ‘being in the world’
and ‘working towards a better life’.

Imran: If I am a sincere Muslim – I will believe my faith is
right. Others will think the same about their faith but this
shouldn’t exclude interaction. If we put perceived differences
in faith to one side, our values and our vision of the world
will more often than not be the same: that is, a vision of
justice, where what we want for our neighbour is what we
want for ourselves Yes, the challenge is to recognise this
commonality through careful use of language. Muhammad
(peace be upon him) said we should pray as though we are
going to die in the next second, but that we should act as
though we are going to live forever. Actions, therefore,
should be about ensuring some good for the long term;
actions should be built around sustainability.

Robert: I wonder if this takes us through some of the
language barriers towards the common work of pursuing
justice. It is in what we do together that we discover who we
are. I feel much less anxious about religious certainties now.
Our common pieces of work make us more and more
passionate and this passion comes from a common cause. In
Christian Aid we talk much less about development
education and more about awareness as a basis for action.

Kevin: I come from a tradition that what we are doing
should come from our humanity. Too often at a local level
we don’t talk about broader social issues which we share. All
too often obstacles to local dialogue are based on difference
and not things in common. 

Jo: One of the challenges in a Catholic context is the danger
of us perceiving we have got it all worked out. A lot of our
education work is engaging within our faith communities.
We think we might have a certain amount of understanding,
but we don’t explore the dialogue. 

Imran: I would promote the phrase ‘porous borders’. It is
when people retreat behind borders and just interact within
their own monofaith group, which can lead to ignorance,
tension and conflict. Hindus, Muslims and Christians and
others may not agree on all aspects of theology but we may
well agree on a vision of justice and forgiveness. DE is a
vision of teaching not preaching. To teach others to

understand about one’s faith is a challenge for DE. Those
people who are evangelical about their faith will de-select
themselves from this process. They won’t be able to work in
partnership. 

Miriam: I think there is a lot of contact nationally, but not a
lot locally. Should our emphasis be much more about
promoting facilitation at a local level?

Imran: If we as DE workers are about changing attitudes
and having a global perspective then we need, for example,
to get Catholic kids and Muslim kids to interact. We need to
focus on the ‘local’ to encourage interaction, to enable them
to see the ‘global’ connection. We can all be concerned
about Palestine or poverty in India but if the white English
person in this country is not able to talk to the Asian guy in
his own town, then the danger will be that DE remains in the
abstract. 

Ramesh: We have found that our Hindu temples have
developed their own dialogues at local level.

Jo: The Catholic Church in England and Wales already has a
formal Committee for inter-faith dialogue. Therefore the
challenge for a development and humanitarian agency like
CAFOD is about identifying our particular role in bringing a
global development perspective to inter-faith dialogue. There
is the inter-faith dialogue group developed out of the work of
British Overseas Aid Group, which has led to a number of
initiatives.

Imran: I have found it very useful to be reminded of our
common goal or vision of justice. Perhaps the DEA could
initiate some form of publication and provide training and
support which promote this common vision, not just of faiths
but of secular organisations as well, to show the common
ground. 
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