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DB: Development education has been well supported by
DFID since 1997. What do you think have been the major
achievements by the Department in building greater support
and understanding of development in the UK?

GT: I think that the establishment of the Department with a
government minister in Cabinet has played a major role in
raising awareness and understanding of development issues
beyond a few activists. There is now interest from a larger
number of people. The proof of this can be seen in the size of
the lobby on development issues, from school children
through to pensioners. The biggest ever lobby I have
experienced as an MP has been the Trade Justice campaign.
NGOs have played a key role but having Departmental
involvement has helped a great deal. This has been reflected in
the strength of the development education programmes and
the mainstreaming of development issues within the school
curriculum. 

DB: What about specific achievements within development
education?

GT: There are several. ‘Global Citizenship’ is now in the
Welsh curriculum as a result of DFID working with the Welsh
Assembly Working Group on this area. DfES have set up with
us a working group on the Global Dimension of the
Sustainable Development Action Plan. We have set up
partnerships with the main faith groups to develop greater
understanding of development within their communities. This
has included producing joint publications and having joint
events. 

We have also developed new Strategic Grant Agreements with
British Medical Association, Chartered Institute of Public
Finance Accountants, Trades Union Council, Co-op and
Groundwork. Central to these agreements is raising awareness
of development within their constituency. They are about
moving from working with one or two key people in these
bodies to mainstreaming understanding of development across
all the work of the organisations. 

DB: So one of the indicators of progress of the Department’s
work over the next few years could be the extent to which
awareness and understanding of development is owned by
these groups?

GT: I hope so and I would like to see bodies like BMA and
TUC putting more pressure on the Department about
development issues and we are already beginning to see this in
a small way.

DB: What do you see as the areas of least success for the
Department and why?

GT: The business community. This is in part due to the
diversity and complexity of the business sector. They have so
many different interests. One area we have made some
progress has been in the work around HIV/AIDS, particularly
with the pharmaceutical industry and those companies
working in South Africa. However more generally, we have
struggled to really engage the sector beyond a few interested
individuals.

DB: Do you think this is because of the complexity of the
sector, knowing where and how to get your messages across,
or the difficulty in making connections with their agendas and
needs? Is it too bigger a task at present?

GT: I don’t think it’s too big a task. We have a major
challenge as a Department about how we work with the
private sector in general. We have made some progress in
working with the business community in some developing
countries, but we need to broaden this out and work more
closely with this sector in the UK around development
education issues.

DB: The DEA has been looking at this area also and we
would say that we should be looking at areas of overlap with
agendas they are engaged in, such as corporate social
responsibility and learning from the work on ethical trade and
sustainable development. However one of the challenges we
have found is that all too often these areas with the business
sector are reduced to progress against narrowly defined
indicators. It has been difficult to get engagement around
broader understanding. 

GT: Sure. We have found there is a growing interest in fair
trade in the business community, partly in response to
consumer pressure. This suggests there is scope for further
work in terms of development education and is a sign that
awareness is rising more generally. The challenge for DFID is
defining where and how we engage at the most strategic level
in order to make the greatest impact. With trade unions, the
other side of the business community, we have begun to work
more effectively. The TUC Strategic Grant Agreement, and
the work done with a number of individual unions,
particularly around International Labour Organisation issues,
shows that progress can and is being made. 

DB: Awareness of international development issues for many
people is still closely linked with charitable giving. One of the
successes of the Department it could be argued has been the
way it has engaged in trying to change public perceptions of
aid and development. How do you think we can engage the
public more broadly in development issues?
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GT: I think you are right. Our surveys show that about 70%
of people are concerned about poverty in the developing
world, but they still see it as someone else’s problem to resolve
and that they can’t have a direct impact on the issue. One of
the things we are looking at is how we can make available to
people information on how they can make a contribution to
development, be it around ethical investment, fair trade goods,
advocacy work with parliamentarians, volunteering. We are
looking at a specific piece of work on the role of individuals,
suggesting things they can do.

DB: Do you see this area of work being developed with
others?

GT: Yes of course. To have an impact, it has to be developed
in partnership with others. The challenge for the department in
terms of development education is to move beyond the
public’s passive concern about poverty, to move beyond just
giving money and buying a few fair trade products, to helping
people see how they can really make a difference as
individuals. 

DB: Would you see the media as playing a role in this
initiative?

GT: The media play a key role in building awareness and
understanding and we would want to work closely with them
on this area. 

DB: Development education has been stated by several MPs
as a useful way of enabling their constituents to understand
and support international development, particularly through
making the connections between the global and the local. In
your work as a local MP where and how have issues around
understanding development and global issues emerged? 

GT: First and foremost by the increase in advocacy amongst
my constituents on development issues. Local branches of
development groups such as Christian Aid and Oxfam are
strong. The Trade Justice movement has also being
particularly strong in Harrow.

DB: What about impact in schools – do you see the influence
of some of the things the Department funds?

GT: Yes – I have a very diverse ethnic mix in my
constituency. Children are interested in my job. They have
heard of, or have personal links with, many of the countries I
have been to. Many of them have a direct understanding of the
poverty and development issues we are talking about. I have
seen good examples of how teachers have responded to these
needs through specific lessons. Of course there is always the
pressure of space and time but my experience has been that
teachers and schools are interested in our issues.

DB: I mentioned the term ‘Global in the Local’. How would it
manifest itself in Harrow?

GT: It comes out in terms of the diversity of the population.
But one of the dangers we have in the development
community is the tendency to revert to jargon. ‘Global in the
Local’ sounds fantastic but we need to ensure that the
concepts behind it are developed in a way people understand.

DB: What do you see as the coming challenges? The DEA is
raising with its members and partners the importance of the
coming together of a number of different agendas in 2005. It’s
the launch of the sustainable development education decade,
it’s European Year of Citizenship, there will be a stocktake on
progress with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
and of course your government wants to put development at
the heart of the G8 summit which the UK will host.

GT: I agree it’s a big opportunity but there is also a risk. The
focus on the MDGs is a huge opportunity to re-galvanise
domestic and international public opinion on development
issues and for the development education fraternity to talk
about these issues. There will be opportunities opening up in
schools, further and higher education.

But the risk is that as we know many of the MDGs are not
going to be on track. People will lose interest because they
could sense that they are too difficult to achieve. One of the
challenges for politicians and those interested in development
is to demonstrate that progress has been made and the
continuing relevance of development to people’s everyday
lives, in terms of migration, poverty being the incubator for
terrorism, environmental degradation. 2005 is an opportunity
to get those debates going in a big way.

DB: From our experience these connections you raise are key.
We only need to note the debates in the media about asylum
seekers and multiculturalism. Development educationalists are
likely to argue that we need to move beyond these narrow and
static debates to recognise the dynamics of cultural change, to
put it in a global context and to see the connections with
development and global poverty. Don’t you think the DFID
agenda here has a contribution to play and that dialogue with
the Home Office could be valuable?

GT: There are lots of opportunities. The challenge of 2005 is
that there are so many opportunities but we have to be
strategic as to what we choose to highlight and how we take
things forward. It may perhaps be best if the development
education community focused on one or two things.
Government also needs to set clear priorities. We see The
Commission for Africa, for example, playing a key role in
promoting awareness of development and we will also be
engaged in a major awareness raising progress on HIV/AIDS
later this year. 

This interview took place in April 2004.
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