
‘This world, the small one, the grand one’ is a very well-
known line in Greece from a Nobel prize winning Greek
poet, Ulysses Elytis. Written more than sixty years ago, it
expresses what to day is commonplace: that the wider world,
through globalization, is inextricably interwoven with our
small, local world. How ready is the Greek education system
to face the challenges of this reality?

The world dimension is not, of course, absent from Greek
primary and secondary school education. Greek school
students mainly meet it in two ways: 

1. Through the curriculum of subjects in which this
dimension is either naturally inherent (eg. Geography or
the primary school subject ‘We and the World’), or is
contained in certain units (eg. History, Science, Social
Studies, English, French and particularly Modern Greek,
a subject which frequently refers to world issues and
problems).

2. Through independent school Environmental Education
projects which teachers can plan and implement with
their classes during a prescribed period of time. These
projects may contain a global dimension.

Therefore, in the Greek school curricula the world
dimension is not provided through a special subject, eg.
Development or Global Education; neither does it appear as
an educational perspective separate from Environmental
Education for which a special advisor is appointed in each
county by the Ministry of Education. Although it may be
argued that the world dimension can be covered by
Environmental Education, because the Greek word for the
environment can also mean the wider world, the reality is
different. The independent environmental projects are
usually focused on local environmental issues and are not
expected to embrace a global dimension as well, an
extension for which the teachers would need special training
and support.

This vacuum is somehow filled by the Greek non
governmental organizations which operate in the field of
global activities. Indeed, a recent circular from the Greek
Education Ministry strongly recommended all state local
education authorities and teachers to seek cooperation with
such organizations for environmental or other school
projects. There are many such organizations in Greece
among which a number are members of the national
platform of development NGOs. These NGOs are mainly
active in development cooperation projects related to
developing countries but they also have a development

education section for raising awareness among the Greek
public of world issues and problems.

The only Greek NGO exclusively dealing with world
education projects and programmes is Gaia Education Centre
which was founded in 1992. The word ‘Gaia’ comes from
Homer and means ‘Mother Earth’. Hence, the global
dimension prevails in this organization’s activities. It is a
purely educational, non government and non profit centre
with headquarters in Thessaloniki and many links in other
areas, not only in Greece but also in other, mainly
neighboring countries as well. These links have recently
been strengthened through the network Non Educational
Perspectives, as will be explained below.

Gaia’s activities
• In-service teacher training seminars and workshops

• Adult seminars on global issues

• Courses on Greek as a second language

• Various DE materials (worksheets for teaching units,
comics, cartoons, theatrical plays, educational games,
videos, CD-ROMs etc. – some of them in English and
French)

• International conferences 

• Exhibitions

• Establishment of a resource centre in Thessaloniki (see
below)

In 1999 Gaia was granted the ‘Worldaware award’ by the
North-South Centre of the Council of Europe, for the project
‘Enjoying Development Education’, which mainly resulted
in the development of a collection of enjoyable materials.

Most of the above activities are based on co-operation
with Greek or other European NGOs or Higher Institutions
and they are co-financed by the European Commission,
mainly the Directions of Development and Socrates in its
various branches. Finally, Gaia is also assisted by many local
private and state benefactors, particularly the City Council of
Thessaloniki. 

Global Education Week
Gaia is the main organization in Greece which has co-
ordinated a series of activities around the inter-European
Global Education Week every year since 1999, when it was
first initiated by the North-South Centre of the Council of
Europe. These activities are:

– One or two preparatory workshops in which teachers
who have expressed an interest in participating meet to
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discuss the theme of the year and exchange ideas on the
organization of the event in their schools.

– During the Global Week (in November) teachers guide
their classes to undertake work around the theme:
essays, small projects, comics, cartoons, plays,
publications in the school magazine, drawings or
paintings, handcrafts, videos, CDs and CD-ROMs,
according to their students’ talents and interests. This
work is usually exhibited in the school for parents and
the general public.

– In December, Gaia asks participating teachers to
complete forms related to these activities, so that an
overall picture of the whole event can be formed, which
is reported to the North-South Centre. 

– In January or February Gaia organizes an evaluation
workshop in which teachers are invited to discuss the
results of their students’ activities and exchange ideas
about improving their work and the whole operation.

– By the end of the school year (end of May or June) Gaia
organizes an exhibition in a central place in
Thessaloniki, in which selected student work from the
event is presented to the general public. The
inauguration function of this exhibition is usually
combined with a workshop in which final evaluations
for the current year and plans for next year are drawn
up.

Each year the number of teachers participating in this event
has increased. During the last school year more than 150
primary and secondary school teachers were involved, not
only from Thessaloniki and the neighbouring areas but also
from Athens and other parts of Greece.

The teachers’ network
Currently Gaia’s work is particularly assisted by a teachers’
network titled New Educational Perspectives (NEP). This
network stemmed from the teachers involved in Global
Education Week who mainly wished to strengthen their
engagement in world education. The idea sprang from Tide~
(Teachers in Development Education), a teachers’ network
associated with the Birmingham DEC, which was a partner
of Gaia in the project ‘Enjoying Development Education’. 

A core team of teachers presented a draft of NEP’s
constitution to their colleagues participating in the last
workshop of the school year (6 June 2003). Hence, the final

form of this constitution appeared and the network was born.
Its official recognition by the appropriate authority (the
Court of Thessaloniki) is expected by the end of 2003.
Meanwhile, branches and links of the network have already
appeared in other Greek areas as well. Through the financial
assistance of an inter-European project co-financed by the
European Commission/ DG Development the ambition is
that the network will cover as many Greek areas as possible.
The title of this project is very characteristic: ‘Strengthening
Teachers’ Engagement in Development Education’! In this
project Gaia is the second member of a consortium, the first
being the lead organization Scotdec (Edinburgh). Three more
partners are involved: DEC (Birmingham), IBIS (Denmark)
and ORCADES (Poitiers, France).

Gaia Resource Centre
The network NEP is already actively involved not only in the
Global Week of the present school year but also in another
very important activity: the establishment of the first big
Gaia Resource Centre in Thessaloniki. This major
development was possible after a decision of the local City
Council’s Central Library to allow the establishment of the
resource centre in an appropriate part of its premises.
Financial assistance for this operation has been secured
again through the inter-European project mentioned above. It
is expected that by the beginning of 2004 the centre will be
open for any teacher or other educator who would like to
enrich Greek education with the world dimension. A formal
inauguration day is planned for the end of March 2004. It
will be combined with the visit of two teams of teachers, one
from Italy and one from Wales, in the framework of another
inter-European project, titled ‘Three Nations, One World’,
which is also co-financed by the European Commission
through the Socrates/ Grundtvig II programme. Anyone else
interested in participating in this event is cordially invited,
too!

For more information or co-operation, please, contact:
Gaia Education Centre, Plateia Aristotelous 4, 546 23
Thessaloniki, Greece Tel. 0030 2310 236415, Fax:
0030 2310 238494, E-mail: Gaiaec@spark.net.gr 

Christos Christidis, PH.D (University of Reading),
served in the Greek state secondary school system until
1992. Since then he has been the Director of the Gaia
Education Centre.
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