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NETWORK NEWS

The issue of faith-based education is a big subject with a
huge debate entailed. This is not a full engagement with the
subject, but I intend to point out a few items on several
issues and will leave you to come to your own conclusions. 

So what it is the value of faith education for a child and a
family? Furthermore, what is the effect of religious
education on the family unit and subsequently on the
community and society at large? 

The provision and preservation of faith-based education
in our schools as a regular and important element of the
curriculum is undoubtedly beneficial. Faith based education
allows a child to appreciate that life has material, spiritual
and moral dimensions. In Islam, we think fruits of
knowledge include: to belong, to relate, to own, to have, to
share, to be aware of, to feel confident, to feel capable of, to
feel safe, to feel responsible, to
love, to feel loved, to value, to
respect, to give, to be considerate
of others..... There are many faith-
based values like compassion,
forgiveness, honesty, justice and
responsibility that a child learns
and experiences, that might not be
addressed in other subjects. 

Faith-based education will help
to prepare a child to be a responsible citizen of this multi-
cultural, multi-faith country, as well as a citizen of the world.
Through the ages, Islam taught us that we are universal
citizens and that we are all brothers and sisters that relate,
share and consider one another. 

A quote from the Holy Quran (Surah al-Hujurat, 49:13)
says, ‘O Mankind, We created you from a single (pair) of a
male and a female, and made you into Nations and tribes,
that ye may know each other, and the best among you in the
eyes of God is the one who is more pious’, i.e. not the one
who is richer or faint in colour or the child of nobility etc.

Where would these values come from if not from faith? I
do not think that any of us can expect to learn this in the
stock exchange or from Wall Street, neither do we expect to
learn that from the Las Vegas Casino culture or similar
institutions. 

Faith based education promotes tolerance of difference,
allowing children to broaden their minds, share views and
explore issues in an atmosphere of mutual respect. This
contributes to the cultural development of the child through
fostering the child’s awareness and understanding of the
range of different beliefs, practices and values in their own

society and the wider world. This child in the future will
adopt an attitude of respect towards others as opposed to
suspicion or hostility against anybody who does not fit the
model. 

The 2001 census results tell us that there are 37 million
Christians, 1.5 million Muslims, 552,000 Hindus, 329,000
Sikhs, 260,000 Jews and 144,000 Buddhists in the UK
(Government Statistics). Therefore, the need for greater
understanding of different religions to achieve greater
tolerance can not be under-estimated. The effects of
ignorance can be dangerous, it breeds racism, xenophobia,
Islamaphobia and other unsuspected phobias in the years to
come, which in turn breed hatred and with regards to
schools, can create discrimination, isolation and bullying,
which lead to low self-esteem, poor achievement and future

unemployment.
Let me dwell on the word
tolerance, which Muslims think is
a negative word. When translated
into Arabic, we find it difficult to
understand why people are happy
to use this word because you
tolerate what you do not like and
you will tolerate that for a specific
length of time only. Let me give

you what we think is the right words. Instead we say in
Arabic one is ‘Taqdeer Al -Ghair’ which means ‘valuing the
other’ or if you want to be more generous, you say ‘Al
Ihtifaal Bil Ghair’ which means ‘celebrating the other’.

Faith-based education creates opportunities to apply the
lessons learnt beyond the classroom, acting on it in the
neighbourhood, work-place, the market place and through
visits to places of worship and attendance at religious
celebrations and seminars. Also by experiencing other
people’s literature, science, arts, history, social philosophy,
allowing a child to understand and appreciate others.

The needs of a Muslim parent are similar to the needs of
any rational parent, whether Jewish, Christian, Hindu or Sikh
etc. Parents feel that it is important that their child has the
opportunity to learn their own faith first and other faiths if
possible in school to help the child develop their own sense
of identity and belonging. It helps the spiritual and moral
development of a child:

• to consider and respond to questions of meaning and
purpose in life, questions about the nature of values in
human society, 

Young Muslims as citizens of the world

Faith-based organisations have been one of the roots and main champions of development education. In this article,
based on a contribution to a DEA seminar on Faith Perspectives and Development Education held in February
2003, Ali Omar Ermes reflects on the value of faith based education to the individual and to society.

There are many faith-based
values like compassion,

forgiveness, honesty, justice and
responsibility that might not be

addressed in other subjects.
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• to respond to areas of morality using their knowledge
and understanding of religious and ethical teaching, 

• to make reasoned and informed judgements on religious
and moral issues, as stated by the Agreed Government
Syllabuses across the country.

• to consider the needs of others as well as their own
needs, the Prophet Mohammed (Peace be upon him)
said ‘to love for your brother/sister what you would love
for yourself’ (Bukhari and Muslim) and Islam taught us
that it is imperative to look after our neighbours, as the
Prophet Mohammed said ‘He is not a believer who eats
till he is full and leaves his neighbour hungry’. 

The list, it seems, is endless, and the need for faith based
education will always be in demand, by parents and students
alike, because the values in faiths are positive and necessary.
It is logic; a moral child will be a better human, a better
neighbour, a better spouse, a better citizen, a better student, a
better sibling etc, all this will be reflected positively on to
the family and society as a whole.

Therefore, we have everything to gain from faith based
education, living in a secular society that is endlessly

searching for something to fill the emptiness of our lives and
hearts. The last Census statistics found that there are some
390,000 British citizens who confessed to being a Jedi as
their religion... and I want to leave you read what you will
from this. 

Therefore, let us fill our children’s lives and society’s life
with enough knowledge about our various faiths, traditions,
cultures etc in a way that allows everybody to know about
themselves as much as they need to know about others. As
the Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) said,
‘Knowledge is obligatory on every man and woman’.

People most and foremost fear what they do not
understand. Therefore, knowledge is the key and what is
more important than to know about ourselves and about our
brothers and sisters in humanity? And to know them with
enough depth, to respect and to celebrate our universal
citizenship.

Ali Omar Ermes is an artist and writer; he is involved
in various social and cultural issues and is the Chairman
of the Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre in Kensington.
www.aliomarermes.co.uk

Schools and a sustainable future

In a speech given at a Groundwork conference, Lord Puttnam of Queensgate, CBE, reflects on the importance
of education for equipping young people to be active, responsible citizens in a complex, globalised world, sensitive
both to the needs of others and to the needs of the physical environment that surrounds them.

I would like to focus on three themes: first, to briefly reflect
upon the critical importance of education and sustainability
in the wake of globalisation; second, to consider how rights
and responsibilities go together in any vision of
‘sustainability’ and citizenship that’s worth its name; third, to
place these issues of citizenship and sustainability in a global
context, and in this respect, to talk a little about the work of
UNICEF UK.

As has been dramatically apparent during the past months
we find ourselves navigating a course through a
frighteningly complex globalised society. What this will
come to mean to us as individuals or as nations is not yet
entirely clear. What is certain is the overwhelming need for
everyone of us to reappraise our own role in society. Frankly
we have no choice because, like it or not – and some clearly
don’t – this new ‘globalised reality’ is here to stay. From
Bali to Baghdad, the complexities of the interdependent
global community are painfully apparent. 

At troubled times like this our shared ambition can
probably be reduced to the notion of some form of truly
sustainable society; and we’ve enough experience to know
that the key to that is a stable economy – an economy that

offers the prospect of continuity and a genuinely better
future for every one of those struggling to exist at the
margins. At its best it’s what we’ve come to call the quest for
‘social justice’. 

Somewhat to my surprise, I’ve discovered that, for the
most part, it’s left to those working in the public sector to
deliver this ‘social justice’ – or frankly it’s unlikely to be
delivered at all. That’s why I’m personally committed to the
public sector. It’s why I’ve spent the past five years working
entirely in the public sphere, after a lifetime in the world of
commerce.

What my work in the public sector has most forcibly
brought home to me is the fundamental necessity for
creating an education system capable of equipping all our
young people with the knowledge and skills they’ll need to
steer a course through this complex, globalised world. In
such a context, I think the role of the education sector in
leading the arguments for ‘sustainability’ at every level of
our society is absolutely critical. The educational sector and
only the educational sector can play a leadership role,
helping to bring about a more equitable balance between the
race for economic growth and the more lasting values which




