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1. Development Education Association 
 
The Development Education Association (DEA) is the umbrella body for promoting greater 
understanding of global and international development issues within education in England. 
The Association has over 240 member organisations representing all sectors of civil society. 
The DEA works closely with DFID and other government departments on development 
education policies and programmes and has played an active role in initiatives such as Make 
Poverty History, Commission for Africa and UN Decade on Education for Sustainable 
Development. Since 1997, through the partnership the DEA has developed with DFID, major 
advances have been secured within the UK education system with recognition of the 
importance of learning about global and development issues. 
 
Development education is here defined as: 
- enabling people to understand the links between their own lives and those of people 

throughout the world 
- increasing understanding of the economic, social, political and environmental forces 

which shape our lives 
- developing the skills, attitudes and values which enable people to work together to 

bring about change and take control of their own lives 
- working towards achieving a more just and sustainable world in which power and 

resources are more equitably shared. 
(DEA’s definition of development education as determined by its members) 

 
 
 
2. Introduction and Overview 

 
As Hilary Benn states in his introduction to the consultation document on the White Paper, 
“2005 witnessed development at the heart of international debates”. For many people in the 
UK, Make Poverty History and the related initiatives engaged them in international 
development issues in a way they had never experienced before. 
 
Alongside increased support for fair trade products, the response to the Tsunami and the 
wealth of activities on Africa, there is no doubt there is a receptiveness and support for 
international development and the elimination of global poverty within UK civil society. 
  
The challenge for all those who support international development, the Millennium 
Development Goals and the aims of Make Poverty History, is to translate this support and 
progress into major advances in the coming years. Key to progress has to be an engaged and 



informed active citizenry. This will not be achieved merely by communicating messages or 
organising more campaigns. Providing opportunities for the UK public to learn and gain real 
understanding of global and development issues will ensure a more informed citizenry. 
Governments, NGOs and civil society bodies have to collectively invest in ensuring that 
people have these opportunities to learn about and engage in development. This includes 
enabling people to be able to make connections between their own lives and those of people 
elsewhere in the world and to have the knowledge, confidence and skills to make informed 
choices for positive change. 
 
For this to happen, the DEA believes there is a need for a co-ordinated strategy that goes 
beyond DFID and includes government more broadly, and other key actors in society who are 
engaged in supporting learning programmes. Merely encouraging the public to support 
campaigns or be aware of the Millennium Development Goals is, we believe, insufficient. 
Without the opportunities and support for people to learn and engage in the debates on 
development, there is a real danger of cynicism, complacency and simplistic thinking about 
helping victims. Development education is crucial to the aims of the White Paper. Without an 
understanding and support for global and development issues within the UK public, DFID 
will not have the mandate or the legitimacy to play a leading role on the international stage. 
 
A key feature of this submission is the call for the development of a strategy that ensures buy-
in from all relevant government departments as well as additional resources for development 
education that keep pace with civil society’s increasing engagement with development issues. 
DFID should work in partnership with key civil servants and policy-makers to nurture a 
supportive funding and policy environment for development education.  
 
Key to good development education practice is ensuring that the learner has access to a range 
of voices and perspectives, particularly from those groups who are all too often not heard.  
 
DFID have been major supporters of development education since 1997 through their strategy 
on ‘Building Support for Development’ and the Development Awareness Fund. In taking 
forward the Department’s work in this area and building on the increased public interest in 
development, we recommend therefore that DFID increase their funding for this area to at 
least £10 million per annum by 2007 and £15 million per annum by 2010. 
 
 
 

3. Delivering Development 
 

An important component of any development policy or programme is the support and 
engagement of the constituency from where the funding has come. Therefore whether it is 
through DFID or an international development NGO, a strategy of awareness raising, 
education and learning with involvement from the UK public is important.   
 
At a time when UK society is becoming a global society, then an understanding of how what 
happens in one part of the world affects another becomes critical. Hilary Benn in his Chatham 
House speech stated that “the challenge facing developing countries in making poverty 
history for themselves is becoming more and more complicated because we live in an 
increasingly interdependent world”. International development issues and making progress on 
the Millennium Development Goals has a direct impact on the lives of people in the UK. This 
interdependency is complex. Information and awareness raising is not enough. 
 



Make Poverty History, whilst leading to increased public awareness, does not appear, from 
the research so far, to demonstrate any deepening of understanding of development issues 
from within the UK public. Indeed, Andrew Darnton in his research concludes that “formal 
education is best placed to deliver understanding of the complex issues of debt, trade and aid 
in the long term.”1 
 
The DEA would argue that learning be it in school, youth work, college, university, 
workplace, within the community or even the home has to be recognised as the arena where 
this engagement and interest in development issues can be most effective and sustainable. 
 
People need the opportunity to learn, understand and develop the skills to actively engage in 
support of development issues and be active global citizens.  This means policies, 
programmes and resources which ensure that where and when learning opportunities exist, 
people have the appropriate levels of support.  
 
In response to Question 3:  How can we best ensure that donors deliver on the 
commitment they made in 2005?, the UK public needs to have opportunities to learn, 
understand, engage and therefore lobby decision makers to ensure programmes are effectively 
implemented. People need the skills, knowledge and value base on which to critically assess 
how global poverty is being tackled. This means that DFID should therefore give 
consideration to the following: 
- Increasing funding for projects and programmes that empower people and 

communities to become active global citizens through appropriate learning 
opportunities, including school, college, youth work, university, community and the 
workplace. 

- Recognising the need to raise awareness and understanding of global and international 
development issues with those sections of UK society who feel socially excluded. This 
could be developed through working in partnership with appropriate civil society 
organisations that have direct engagement with socially excluded groups. 

- Working in partnership with appropriate bodies responsible for the media to ensure 
appropriate messages are communicated to the UK public. 

 
 
 

4. Beyond Aid 
 

Development education plays a major part in enabling the UK public to have a greater 
understanding of the links between development and broader societal agendas. Through 
learning programmes on issues such as globalisation, trade, culture and identity or sustainable 
development, people see how development policies and programmes are linked to initiatives 
of other government departments, international institutions, civil society bodies and how these 
issues are part of everyone’s lives. 
 
The DEA recommends that DFID considers working more closely with other government 
departments on educational programmes such as DfES on ‘global dimension to education’, 
Home Office on ‘active citizenship’, DCMS on ‘culture and identity’, DEFRA on ‘sustainable 
development and the range of initiatives linked to ‘Every Child Matters.’ 
 

                                                
1  Darnton, A (2006) ‘Mass Action and Mass Education: Make Poverty History 2005’, Development Education 
Journal, vol.12.2 
 



The DEA has within its membership a network of Development Education Centres who play 
a key role in enabling communities and groups at the local level to make links and 
connections between their own lives and those of people elsewhere in the world.  The DEA 
would like to recommend that DFID develop a strategy of support for these Centres in 
partnership with other government departments. 
 
Another key component within the membership of the Association are a network of diaspora 
community groups who play a major role in ensuring that Southern voices and perspectives 
are promoted within learning and educational programmes. Their activities also relate to other 
government priorities be it around social inclusion, cultural diversity or support to refugee 
communities. There is a need for closer collaboration between DFID and other government 
departments to ensure an effective strategy of support to these groups is developed. 
 
With regard to Question 6: What impact does wider UK government policy have on 
developing countries?, the members of the DEA, through their programmes of support to the 
UK public and partnership initiatives with communities in the South, consistently identify the 
following challenges that need to be addressed: 
- negative images and patronising attitudes that are still prevalent in too many areas of 

UK society towards the South 
- lack of resources for opportunities for people to learn from each other through study 

visits and joint projects 
- voices of peoples from the South too often ignored in consultations on policy 

initiatives relating to development and UK education. 
 
With regard to Question 8: How can international migration be managed better- so that 
migrants can safely pursue opportunities in a way which benefits both their own countries 
and those to which they move?, the DEA recently completed some research for the 
Department for Constitutional Affairs on refugee communities and UK education. The 
outcomes of this research identified the need for a co-ordinated strategy across government to 
demonstrate how the UK public could have a greater understanding of refugee issues. The 
major stakeholders in support for refugee communities had not considered DFID as key 
players in this work until the DEA pointed this out in its research.2 
 
 
 

5. International Reform 
 

To secure effective international institutions there is a need for civil society organisations and 
the public to be better informed as to how these bodies work. Whilst there has been progress 
in England with the introduction of Citizenship within the school curriculum, understanding 
of international institutions could have a higher profile than it currently has. This is despite 
activities such as Mock UN Assemblies and the recent DfES Global Citizenship G8 project. 
 
The DEA would like to recommend that DFID, in partnership with appropriate NGOs and 
civil society bodies, undertakes discussions with educational bodies to ensure that 
understanding of international institutions and of the role that people can play as ‘active 
global citizens’ is promoted. 
 
With regard to question 15: What should the UK government be doing differently within 
the international system to make it more effective at delivering development? A key 

                                                
2   DEA (2006) The Contribution of Refugee Communities to UK Society, DCA. 



institution for development education is the European Union. EU support for development 
education is necessary to foster the greatest possible level of North-South co-operation and 
solidarity. The EU needs to raise both quality and efficiency of development education and 
actively encourage best practice across the member states and internationally.  This requires 
co-ordination and co-operation to ensure coherence and effectiveness in EU development 
education programmes and learning from past experiences at the widest possible level.  It also 
means that awareness raising and development education should be distinguished from 
publicity and fundraising activities in policy statements, funding lines and the practice of 
government and non-governmental development agencies. 
 
Other international bodies are also important. UNDP has consistently lobbied for more 
support for development education. The World Bank has supported on a small scale some 
development education projects. The year 2005 saw the launch of the UN Decade on 
Education for Sustainable Development. All of these bodies and initiatives need to have a 
higher profile and increased resources. 
 
The DEA recommends that DFID: 

- Through appropriate mechanisms such as European Commission, Council of Europe, 
United Nations and G8, encourage all industrialised countries in their development 
programmes to recognise the importance of building a public constituency of support 
and engagement in development. 

- Actively supports and promotes the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable 
Development. 

- Encourages UNDP, the World Bank and other appropriate international bodies to play 
a more strategic role in development education through promoting and supporting 
partnership programmes between developed and developing countries. 
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