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18 September 2017 

Kate Osamor MP 

Shadow Secretary of State for International Development 

House of Commons  

London 

SW1A 0AA 

 

Dear Kate Osamor MP 

 

We are writing as representatives of the national development education (DE) networks for England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to raise with you the importance of engaging learners in all 

sectors of education with global issues in our increasingly complex world. Our networks are concerned 

with enhancing the policy environment for global education and strengthening practice in formal and 

informal sectors across the UK.  We believe that the widening levels of inequality, both locally and 

internationally, demand greater levels of public support for global learning in all sectors and at all 

levels of education. 
 

A positive example of the powerful impact that global education can have on learners is the Global 

Learning Programme, a four-year programme of support to schools in England, Northern Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales which is funded by the Department for International Development (DFID).  The 

GLP was designed to embed global learning as regular practice in the classroom for pupils aged 8-14. 

It aims to provide an effective strategic approach to building understanding of global poverty and 

international development across the UK and has achieved a huge amount, creating the conditions for 

a generation of young people to understand and navigate their fast-changing world. With over 7,000 

schools engaged and delivering real impact, it is a critical programme for delivering the vision of a 

Global UK committed to equality and social justice. We believe it is crucial that the government 

maintains this funded commitment to supporting global learning in these times of acute social and 

economic need resulting from persistent global problems such as climate change.  

 

We recall that the Labour government in 1999 published a strategy titled Building Support for 

Development that was accompanied by renewed funding and policy support for global learning in the 

UK.   Giant strides were taken in the period 1997-2010 in strengthening active citizenship on global 

issues.  Indeed, a DFID review of global learning in 2011 found that “Awareness-raising activity – in 

particular development education – plays an important role in creating an environment that supports 

efforts to tackle global poverty.” With this in mind, we were excited to find in the Labour Party Election 

manifesto a pledge to “develop a targeted development agenda based on the principles of 

redistribution, social justice, women’s rights and poverty reduction”. 



We hope that this commitment will be attended by sustained investment by any future Labour 

government in global learning.  We believe that global learning enables individuals and communities 

to address global issues at a local level and provides the knowledge, skills, values and understanding 

needed to translate this learning into effective action.  Given the array of global challenges confronting 

us at present, we believe that global education must be central to government initiatives for poverty 

reduction and social equality.   

 

We hope to have an opportunity to discuss Labour’s plans for global learning with you and to work 

with you in raising awareness of global issues across the UK.  

 
With best regards, 
 

      
______________________________   ___________________________________ 
Jess McQuail      Tanya Wisely 
Think Global      IDEAS 
 
 

    
_______________________________   ____________________________________ 
Stephen McCloskey     Martin Pollard 
CADA Welsh Centre for International Affairs on 

behalf of the Wales Alliance for Global 
Education 

Sent on behalf of the: 

• Coalition of Aid and Development Agencies Northern Ireland (CADA NI),  

• the International Development Education Association of Scotland (IDEAS),  

• Think Global,  

• and Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA).   
 
Please correspond to:  
Stephen McCloskey,  
Coalition of Aid and Development Agencies,  
9 University Street,  
Belfast,  
BT7 1FY. 


