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12 June 2017 

Priti Patel 

Secretary of State for International Development 

Department for International Development (DFID) 

22 Whitehall Road 

London 

SW1A 2EG 

 

Dear Secretary of State 

 

We are writing as representatives of the national development education (DE) networks for England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to you and the new UK Government, to reiterate the importance 

of engaging young people in global issues in our increasingly complex world and ask that you reconfirm 

the Government’s commitment to supporting this engagement and learning.  
 

Our four networks have worked in partnership with DFID on a range of initiatives in the past and are 

currently supporting delivery of the Global Learning Programme, a four-year programme of support 

to schools designed to embed global learning as regular practice in the classroom at Key Stages 2 and 

3. This programme was developed by DFID to provide an effective strategic approach to building 

understanding of global poverty and international development across the UK, replacing a more 

diverse range of funded programmes. It has achieved a huge amount, creating the conditions for a 

generation of young people to understand and navigate an increasingly complex world. With over 

7,000 schools engaged and delivering real impact, it is a critical programme for delivering the vision of 

a Global UK, with the potential to effectively leverage other government investments and priorities. 

We hope to maintain this level of collaboration with DFID going forward in a period of acute social and 

economic need resulting from persistent global problems such as climate change that dominate our 

lives. 

  

We subscribe to the findings of a DFID review of development education in 2011 which found that 

“Awareness-raising activity – in particular development education – plays an important role in creating 

an environment that supports efforts to tackle global poverty.” We believe that development 

education enables individuals and communities to address global issues at a local level and provides 

the knowledge, skills, values and understanding needed to translate this learning into effective action.  

Overwhelming global problems can sometimes cause inertia and a sense of powerlessness among 

learners, particularly young people.  For this reason, we have particularly valued DFID’s mainstreaming 

young people within its work given their capacity for the kind of positive change needed in the future 



to address global challenges. We believe that development education should, therefore, continue to 

be a prevalent part of learning in formal and informal education across the UK. 

 

An important opportunity for advancing this objective over the next 15 years lies in the Sustainable 

Development Goals, particularly target 4.7, which aims “to ensure that all learners acquire the 

knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development”.  Development education has an 

immense contribution to make to this process through its dynamic approach to learning that includes 

critical thinking, immersive learning and action outcomes.  We recognise, however, that this challenge 

demands inter-sectoral collaboration with related ‘educations’ such as environment, human rights, 

and sustainable development.  We believe this inter-sectoral approach needs to be mirrored at 

government level through inter-departmental partnership and hope that DFID can support this 

process. 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you and share the work of our networks in 

raising awareness of global issues across the UK.  We would also welcome an opportunity to discuss 

DFID’s future plans for increasing global citizenship in the UK through education.   

 
With best regards, 
 

      
______________________________   ___________________________________ 
Jess McQuail      Tanya Wisely 
Think Global      IDEAS 
 
 

    
_______________________________   ____________________________________ 
Stephen McCloskey     Martin Pollard 
CADA Welsh Centre for International Affairs on 

behalf of the Wales Alliance for Global 
Education 

Sent on behalf of the: 

• Coalition of Aid and Development Agencies Northern Ireland (CADA NI),  

• the International Development Education Association of Scotland (IDEAS),  

• Think Global,  

• and Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA).   
 
The four networks individually and collectively deliver education for a just and sustainable world 
across the UK and encourage public action on the underlying causes of inequality in local and global 
contexts.   
 
Please correspond to: Stephen McCloskey, Coalition of Aid and Development Agencies, 9 University 
Street, Belfast, BT7 1FY. 


