
 
 

Fairtrade Fortnight Speakers’ Tour 

Event report 

Think Global’s Speaker Tour took place from Monday 27th February to Friday 3rd March 2017. Coinciding 

with Fairtrade Fortnight, we were delighted to deliver an exciting week of activities across London and the 

South East, which included events in London and Brighton together with visits to schools, universities and 

local social enterprises. This Speakers’ Tour was coordinated as part of our three-year SUSY project which 

aims to highlight and promote the role Social and Solidarity Economy can play in creating sustainable 

livelihoods, as well as meeting both local and global needs.  

We were privileged to work with Zaytoun, a community interest company which finds a market place for 

fairly traded Palestinian produce in the UK, to organise visits from Bassema Barahmeh, a producer from 

Anza women’s cooperative, and Lamis Zamzam, a marketing assistant from Canaan Fairtrade. We were 

also very lucky to welcome Veena Nabar, a professional economist from India, to share her vast 

experience working within and researching the cooperative sector in India. You can find short biographies 

of our visitors at the bottom of this report.  

Unfortunately, a few days before they were due to fly, our Palestinian guests learned that their visas had 

been denied and they would be unable to travel to the UK. This was a huge disappointment, but we were 

fortunate to be working with Zaytoun who organised for their Director in Palestine, Taysir Arbasi, and 

members of their UK staff to speak at our planned events. You can find more information Zaytoun’s 

resulting campaign to support visas for Fairtrade producers here: http://bit.ly/2od7qjZ   

Our Speakers’ Tour began on Monday 27th February with a visit to Colchester County High School for Girls, 

and sessions with year 11 and year 9 students. Speaking to a room of 70 students, Taysir Arbasi 

introduced year 11 to Fairtrade in Palestine, and how this model is supporting the resilience of communities 

under occupation, sharing video messages from Bassema and Lamis. In the afternoon, Veena Nabar 

spoke to a year 9 class about her research on coconut growing on the Andaman and Nicobar islands, and 

how working in cooperatives has facilitated the community’s recovery from the 2004 tsunami. It was a 

pleasure to spend lunch time with the school’s Oxfam Youth Ambassadors, who recorded this message of 

support for Bassema and Lamis: http://bit.ly/2nLrLjM 

 

   

 

At our evening event at Think Global, ‘Sharing Experiences of Fairtrade – meet the women behind the 

label’, some 30 people attended to hear how this form of social and solidarity economy is empowering local 

communities. We were delighted to be able to connect via Skype to Bassema and Lamis in Palestine, and 

hear their reflections on the benefits of Fairtrade and working in cooperatives, particularly for women. This 

theme was continued in a presentation from Veena Nabar about cooperative best practice in India, during 

which she emphasised the growing sense of purpose women are feeling as a result of involvement in 

cooperatives. You can read more about the event here: http://bit.ly/2nw4xyt 

http://www.solidarityeconomy.eu/
http://www.zaytoun.org/
http://bit.ly/2od7qjZ
http://bit.ly/2nLrLjM
http://bit.ly/2nw4xyt


 
 

 

 

Tuesday’s activities began with a visit to Woodside High School, where Veena and Taysir spoke to the 

school’s Oxfam Youth Ambassadors about the role cooperatives have played in post-tsunami 

reconstruction, and Fairtrade in the Palestinian context. Students put their learning into practice, imagining 

they were the ‘Coconut Cooperative Committee’ and working together to decide how they would invest the 

profit from their coconut businesses back into the community. Students reported that although it was 

challenging prioritising what they would spend their money on, they thought it was important to be part of 

the decision-making process! See their newsletter here: http://bit.ly/2nZAzzR 

 

  

 

 

After lunch at Sir John Lawes’ School in Harpenden (which included pancakes!), we met with the school’s 

Oxfam Youth Ambassadors and were very impressed to hear about the variety of action the group is taking 

on global issues. Veena and Taysir then shared their experiences with a group of 30 year 8 students, 

building on the students’ previous involvement in a farming project and discussing some of the challenges 

that producers face in India and Palestine, and how Fairtrade and cooperation is providing solutions to 

these challenges.  

http://bit.ly/2nZAzzR


 
 

  

 

Wednesday’s event at The Platform in Brighton brought together local social enterprises, community 

workers and our international speakers to share perspectives and experiences of how the social and 

solidarity economy can contribute to sustainable societies both in the UK and overseas. The Platform is 

itself a social enterprise, aiming to create a thriving social economy in Brighton and Hove by supporting 

local social enterprises, establishing its own social businesses and providing learning opportunities to 

unemployed people.  

 

  

  

During the morning, we dug a little deeper into the word ‘solidarity’ and the kinds of relationships we are 

referring to when we use this term. The importance of reciprocity was highlighted, where for example by 

buying fairly traded goods, consumers are privileged to be sharing in the heritage of a product and have a 

chance to contribute to social justice. When asked what it means for producers to work within a fair trade 

cooperative in Palestine, Taysir stated that it means simply ‘a chance to live’, and to live that life with 

dignity. Following the event, we visited local worker cooperative Infinity Foods to meet staff and see their 

special Fairtrade Fortnight display of Zaytoun products on sale! 

http://www.theplatform.org.uk/
http://infinityfoodsretail.coop/


 
 

 

 

The final day of our Speakers’ Tour saw us visit Growhampton’s Fairtrade Fortnight market day at the 

University of Roehampton. Growhampton is a sustainability programme focusing on food that is delivered 

by Roehampton’s Student Union and funded through the NUS Students’ Green Fund. During the morning 

we were given the opportunity to sell Zaytoun products at the market while Veena and Taysir gave a talk at 

The Hive café, and were interviewed by a student journalist during which they highlighted the part 

Roehampton students can play in supporting such initiatives.  

 

  

 

We then returned to Brighton for our evening event ‘Fair Trade Under Fire’ at the Brighthelm Centre which 

highlighted the lifeline social and solidarity economy is providing for communities in extreme situations – 

whether they are under occupation, or facing natural disaster. Due to the time difference and the difficulties 

of travelling within Palestine at night, it wasn’t possible for us to connect with Bassema and Lamis. 

However, we shared their video messages with our audience, as well as a video clip from Taysir: 

http://bit.ly/2nMxsOB Atif Choudhury, co-founder and director at Zaytoun, presented at the event and 

answered a range of questions including what the term 'solidarity' means to him, what his proudest moment 

has been at Zaytoun, and with its headquarters in the UK, how the organisation maintains grassroots 

involvement. The event concluded with Veena Nabar sharing her experiences of the cooperative sector in 

India, emphasising the prominence of this model in Indian society and highlighting that in every remote 

area in India you will find a cooperative. Read a blog about the event here: http://bit.ly/2oe0hQp 

https://www.roehamptonstudent.com/growhampton/
https://www.roehamptonstudent.com/growhampton/hive/
http://bit.ly/2nMxsOB
http://bit.ly/2oe0hQp


 
 

 

 

Visit the Susy project YouTube page for videos of SSE initiatives from across the globe, including a case 

study about the cooperative sector on the Andaman and Nicobar islands produced by our visiting speaker 

Veena Nabar: http://bit.ly/2mADMUG 

 

Speaker profiles 

 

Bassema Barahmeh (left) is a producer from Anza women’s cooperative, part of the Palestine Fair Trade 
Association. She joined the co-operative two years ago, and is a Fairtrade organic certified olive farmer. 
Bassema works with other women in the co-operative to produce maftoul (a large-grain couscous), 
almonds and za’atar (a spice blend), and is proud of their social and economic role: “As a Palestinian 
woman, I transfer these traditions to the next generation of women in order to preserve Palestinian culture 
and connect them with their heritage, and also to offer them the chance to be future leaders in the 
community”. 

Lamis Zamzam (right) works in marketing at Canaan Fair Trade. CFT supports farmers in Palestine by 
buying all the output of the Palestine Fair Trade Association, and testing, packaging, and exporting it to 
Zaytoun. For Lamis, it is a fulfilling job: “It gives me the opportunity to contribute to my community through 
supporting Palestinian farmers to reach global markets. At the same time I can bring the world to them by 
welcoming visiting tourists and delegations on tours of the local villages and groves”. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRy4hjD4SJg1Oo_OOapXhcg/videos?view=0&shelf_id=0&sort=dd
http://bit.ly/2mADMUG


 
 

 

Veena Nabar is a professional economist in India, and has considerable experience in co-operative policy 
and planning. As part of the Susy project, Veena made a best practice case study film about coconut 
production in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and the contribution of co-operatives to post-tsunami 
reconstruction. She says: “I am a strong believer in the power of joint action through co-operatives… I am 
happy that I have been able to work with co-ops and that I have in my own small way helped bring about 
change in co-operative enabling laws to provide a healthy and level playing field”. 

 


