
 

 

 

 

The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP 
Secretary of State for International Development  
22 Whitehall 
Westminster  
London 
SW1A 2EG  
 
Thursday 6th July  
 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
Congratulations on your reappointment as Secretary of State:  
 
Many congratulations on your reappointment as Secretary of State for International 
Development; we are looking forward to working with you in the coming Parliament.  We 
welcome your continued recognition that civil society organisations are critical to tackling 
poverty and delivering the Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
The Conservative Manifesto sets out an agenda for ‘leading the world in development.’ We 
wholeheartedly support you in this ambition. Britain is a global leader on international 
development, humanitarian assistance and climate change; we do not shy away from 
tackling some of the world’s toughest challenges. The Conservatives’ leadership on 
international development has played a vital role in securing and further building Britain’s 
global standing and influence.  
 
As the UK forges a new relationship with the EU, and the United States of America looks to 
reduce its aid budget and narrow its approach, many are looking to the UK for leadership. 
The UK can build on its legacy of being one of few countries to meet the 0.7% commitment 
of GNI on ODA, on being instrumental to to establishing the Sustainable Development Goals 
and routinely leading the world’s response to humanitarian disasters.  
 
The Sustainable Development Goals should be an important component of the UK 

Government’s ‘Global Britain’ agenda. Fulfilling the goals give us the potential for global 

leadership, ensures no-one is left behind and secures a resilient natural environment most 

needed by the poorest people. With the Government reviewing all departments in light of 

Brexit, there is a unique opportunity to mainstream the SDGs across government. This could 

be achieved in a coordinated manner with strategic leadership from the Cabinet, together 

with expertise and oversight from DFID, ensuring the UK’s approach to issues such as tax 

and trade, do not cause harm but rather contribute to poverty reduction in developing 

countries. 

The Department for International Development is a world leader in the delivery of aid. We 
would like to work with you to ensure all departments and cross-government funds deliver as 
transparent, effective, and poverty alleviation focused aid as DFID. The joint DFID – FCO 
Ministers should drive forward an ambitious agenda for aid effectiveness where poverty is 
always the primary focus; this will give the public confidence in the way that these funds are 
spent.  
 
Another area where your Department excels is humanitarian relief. We look forward to the 

Department continuing to be a global champion and trailblazer in this area. For humanitarian 

partners and human rights activists operating in contexts or armed conflict, it is vital that 
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humanitarian action is based on the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, 

neutrality and independence, and that it is not used in support of political or military 

objectives. These principles are vital to ensuring access, acceptance by armed actors, and 

safety of staff.  

There has been tremendous progress on international development over the last two 

decades, supported by UK aid and development. There is still much work to do and the 

challenges are significant, yet we know that by working together and bringing the unique 

experience, expertise and skill that a diverse range of civil society organisations can 

contribute, we can achieve our common goal of improving the lives of the world’s poorest 

people.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Tamsyn Barton, CEO of Bond 
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